
Connecting since 1962.
Créateur de liens depuis 1962.

I N T R O D U C I N G T H E S T E L L A O F  S U N N E C O L L E C T I O N .™

V O I C I L A C O L L E C T I O N  S T E L L A O F S U N N E MC

For over 58 years, Victor Stanley has designed, engineered and manufactured timeless site furnishings so you can bring
communities to life. Our new Stella of Sunne™ collection features a classic, minimalist look inspired by Scandinavian design aesthetics. 

Its eased edges and clean lines transform any environment into a comfortable and inviting space.

Depuis plus de 58 ans, Victor Stanley conçoit, met au point et fabrique des éléments de mobilier urbain intemporels, pour que vous puissiez 
donner vie aux collectivités. Notre nouvelle collection Stella of SunneMC

scandinave. Ses coins arrondis et ses lignes épurées transforment n’importe quel environnement en espace confortable et invitant.

V I C T O R S T A N L E Y . C O M

US Patent D899,802 S. 
Brevet É.-U. D899,802 S.

Connecting since 1962.
Créateur de liens depuis 1962.

S T E L L A  O F  S U N N E   C O L L E C T I O N .™

Celebrating over 60 years, Victor Stanley has designed, engineered and manufactured timeless site furnishings so you can bring 
communities to life. Our Stella of Sunne™collection features a classic, minimalist look inspired by Scandinavian design aesthetics. 

Its eased edges and clean lines transform any environment into a comfortable and inviting space.   

Célébrant plus de 60 ans, Victor Stanley conçoit, met au point et fabrique des éléments de mobilie urbain intemporels, pour que vous 
puissiez donner vie aux collectivités. Notre collection Stella of SunneMC

scandinave. Ses coins arrondis et ses lignes épurées transforment n’importe quel environnement en espace confortable et invitant.

V I C T O R S T A N L E Y . C O M

1111729_Victor.indd   11111729_Victor.indd   1 23/10/23   12:49 PM23/10/23   12:49 PM







Products: Solid Serif Benches, Solid Skirt Circular Benches and Solid Quattro Bollards in Accoya        Project: Le Duke, Montreal (CA)       Architect: Brian Elsden Burrows Architecte    

Hug a Tub Rough&Ready
cylindrical

TWINHeavy-Heavy Block Seats
Lava Grey (recyclate)

Solid Surf Isle High Grass Pillars

canada@streetlife.com     I     www.streetlife.com     I     t. 215 247 0148     I     FSC® License number: C105477STREETLIFE AMERICA LLC    

Product Range:      Solid, beam size: 7 x 7 cm

Wood options:      FSC®���D�F�S�U�J�k�F�E���I�B�S�E�X�P�P�E���P�S���"�D�D�P�Z�B

�5�8�*�/���P�Q�U�J�P�O���� �����������"�M�M���#�M�B�D�L���	�S�F�D�Z�D�M�B�U�F�


�"�D�D�F�T�T�P�S�J�F�T���� �����������#�B�D�L�����B�O�E���B�S�N�S�F�T�U�T

Solid
Series 

1112839_Streetlife.indd   11112839_Streetlife.indd   1 12/10/23   7:52 PM12/10/23   7:52 PM



ESSAY

> FR_LP+ LA NÉCESSITÉ ENGENDRE L’HUMOUR  
La créativité est une forme de jeu qui touche tous les sens. Chez CCxA, le 
rire est un élément exploratoire de la créativité qui permet de déconstruire 
la résistance aux nouvelles idées et d’intégrer tous les participants dans 
une expérience de joie partagée.

MARC HALLÉ, YANNICK ROBERGE + LOGAN LITTLEFIELD

NECESSITY BREEDS 
HUMOUR

1

3

2

CREATIVITY IS A form of play that 
touches all the senses, and laughter at 
CCxA is one of our favourite agents of 
creative exploration. Laughter helps tackle 
the logic of resistance to new ideas and 
brings everyone into a shared experience 
of joy. Humour also helps uncover unusual 
and surprising connections between 
objects, concepts, and constraints, 
fostering new insights and hybrids. When 
there is a pile-up of constraints for things 
you can’t do, sometimes the most irrational 
approach becomes the key to unlocking 
what you can do. Humour and laughter 
inspire a leap of faith beyond the limits of 
logic, informing a working method in our 
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office that some have described as starting 
with a joke and ending with something 
serious. The following are a few anecdotes 
from our studio that show how we strive to 
transform ‘Ha-Ha’ into ‘A-Ha!’, and reveal 
that playful elements do not come out of 
nowhere; they are bred from necessity.

Square Dorchester
The 1980s were not kind to Montreal’s 
Square Dorchester. This quintessential 
Victorian park had experienced creeping 
encroachments when adjacent roads were 
widened and an underground parkade was 
constructed under the northern part of the 
park. This included two descending vehicle 

access ramps that heedlessly severed the 
classic 19th Century Union Jack layout of 
pathways. One of the revitalization goals 
was to restore the integrity of the original 
park motif. However, those parking ramp 
trenches were not going anywhere. The 
only apparent solution to leap over these 
incursions was inspired by the arching 
back of a cat, refined into two Venetian-
styled stepped-arch bridges. Detached 
from the context of gondoliers and canals, 
these bridges edify the parking trenches 
into something picturesque, creating 
lookouts and a tiered perch over the park 
that are scaled to prioritize pedestrians 
over cars.

A classic tiered fountain was also 
incorporated into the revitalization of 
Square Dorchester. A nod to fountains in 
other classic Montreal squares, a water 
element was always an intended part of 
the original park plan. The fountain was 
conceived to activate a new pole aligned 
with the monuments and structures 
elsewhere in the park. Sight lines and 
symmetry pointed to only one location 
where the fountain could physically be 
situated: on top of a structural support 

1 BERCZY PARK, TORONTO.  2 SQUARE DORCHESTER, 
MONTREAL.  3 CONCEPT, SQUARE DORCHESTER.
PHOTOS 1 INDUSTRYOUS PHOTOGRAPHY 2 JF SAVARIA 3 CCXA
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CRITIQUE

CAST IRON DOGS, PINK 
UMBRELLAS, AND THE 
HISTORY OF ART
In Serious Fun, authors Marc Treib and Susan Harrington 
celebrate the depth and mirth of Claude Cormier’s oeuvre.

REVIEWED BY TIM EDWARDS

Serious Fun: The Landscapes  
of Claude Cormier 
ORO Editions, 2021 
ISBN: 978-1-954081-01-7

WHEN PLANNING THIS edition of 
Landscapes| Paysages close to a year ago, 
it was obvious that our Wink! issue – 
highlighting humour and playfulness in our 
profession – would be the perfect place 
to review CCxA’s monograph. The work of 
Claude Cormier and his firm has used levity 
to a degree rarely seen in contemporary 
landscape architecture; and rather than 
dealing in kitsch and novelty, CCxA has 
produced landscapes of depth and function. 
Amidst this edition and this review’s focus 
on playfulness, however, the news of 
Cormier’s passing weighs heavy. There is a 
solemnity now in reading the book reviewed 
here, which brings Cormier’s personal and 
professional story to vivid life in two essays 
by its authors.

CCxA has been a puckish presence in 
landscape architecture. While many excellent 
practitioners bring classical details into their 
projects, CCxA places a Victorian fountain 
in downtown Toronto and surrounds it with 
cast iron dogs – some hand-designed, some 
enlarged replicas of toys, all treated as 
serious modern sculpture in detail and finish 
– in near-worship of a golden bone at its top 
tier. As the book recounts, the Berczy Park 
design was rejected by some at the City for 
being frivolous, upon which CCxA prepared a 
presentation with hundreds of illustrations 
that demonstrated the canine’s place in art 
history, and its worthiness of such attention. 
CCxA won the day (as it had, also recounted 
in the book, when City players balked at 
Cormier’s proposed pink umbrellas at Sugar 
Beach; a photo of Jackie Kennedy in pink 
helped shift perception of the colour from 
low-brow to high class).

While that was the park in inception, the 
park in execution reveals its true value. As 

Treib writes of the fountain, “It is without 
question a pleasant feature: its constituent 
elements are magnetic, appealing to people of 
all ages who are drawn to the dogs and their 
waters as if by some invisible yet magnetic 
force. As they pass by, or stop and gaze upon 
the tiers of canines, virtually everyone smiles; 
some even laugh out loud. Of all the visitor 
groups, however, it is the children who seem 
to experience the greatest enjoyment, as in 
their eyes the edge between reality and its 
representation appears soft and indistinct.” 
At Berczy Park, CCxA has created a productive 
landscape, generating something at once 
ethereal and plain to see: Joy. 

The first half of the book, Treib’s essay, 
examines the context in history for Cormier’s 
work, its wispy place between high and low 
culture, and the philosophies – both artistic 
and commercial – that guide it. “Beneath 
the smile always lies amenity,” Treib writes, 
”and beneath the amenity lies a respect for 
the context, whether social, environmental, 
urban, or more natural. These are responsible 
landscapes first, and humor-inducing sites 
second. Yes, dogs, and cats, and flowers – and 
even pink umbrellas and dancing waters – can 
be fun, but the design thinking behind them is 
quite serious.” 

Treib asks in his essay whether these 
landscapes are necessary – and answers 
with a resounding Yes. His co-author, Susan 
Herrington, furthers this Yes. “Not all gardens 
and landscapes must hold meaning, but 
Cormier’s surely do,” she writes. “At times they 
yell, ‘Hey, look at me,’ like the Lipstick Forest 
and Pink Balls. At other times they offer only 
a quiet hint, such as the place d’Armes and 
Dorchester Square – but they always have 
something to say, and this is an important 
facet of their beauty.”1
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Beauty, as Harrington recounts, is an 
almost awkward concept in today’s 
landscape architecture, and the art world 
at large. Philosopher Alexander Nehamas 
called it “intellectually embarrassing.” 
As practitioners in our field increasingly 

ponder our responsibility for things like 
climate change mitigation, biodiversity 
and ecological services, and societal equity, 
beauty as a focus may seem at best a 
secondary element. Harrington helps see 
the value of beauty among all this, as a force 
that can interrupt our thoughts and pull us 
outside ourselves to change our perspective. 

Serious Fun embodies its title. It is at once 
a collection of erudite treatises on art and 
a humorous, behind-the-scenes account of 
CCxA’s work. It profiles Cormier’s projects, 
going into some technical detail, laying out 
challenges and how these were overcome by 
the design time. To read it, and to experience 
CCxA’s work in person, leaves one thankful 
for the dedication of Cormier and his team to 
the pursuit of joy and beauty. May Cormier’s 
work, and the memory of him, remind 
more practitioners and their clients that 
joy and beauty are worthy aims in and of 
themselves.    

1,2 BERCZY PARK, TORONTO.  3 TORONTONIANS RESTING 
UNDER THE PINK UMBRELLAS OF SUGAR BEACH, 2021  
PHOTOS 1 CC&A 2 INDUSTRYOUS PHOTOGRAPHY 
3 VADIM RODNEV/SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

“Not all gardens and 
landscapes must hold 
meaning, but Cormier’s 
surely do...” 

2

3
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THE HONEYWOOD BOOKS –  
A CONVERSATION 
In which a 50-year-old and a 70-year-old discuss  
a couple of 100-year-old books using 30-year-old technology.

RYAN WAKSHINSKI + ALAN TATE

The Honeywood File:  
An Adventure in Building (1929)  
The Honeywood Settlement (1930) 
H.B. Creswell 
Academy Chicago Publishers  
(2005 Republishing)

RW: Good day Alan! On your recommendation, I recently finished reading The 
Honeywood File (1929) and its sequel, the Honeywood Settlement (1930) by 
HB Creswell. Please tell me how you first encountered these delightful books!

AT: They were recommended texts when I was a student 
in landscape architecture, and I read The Honeywood File 
again as part of my preparation for the (at that time oral) 
Institute of Landscape Architects Part 4 examination. And I 
remember them having shed more light on the opaque world of 
construction contracts – particularly the roles of the principal 
parties – than anything else I read or heard at that time.

THESE DRYLY HILARIOUS books provide a great “reality check” for practitioners old and new on the 
world of design and construction and the process of getting something built from start to finish.

RW: It has an interesting approach to telling the story, doesn’t it?

AT: It certainly does. It is presented as an architect’s file with the 
correspondence about the project organized chronologically from the 
beginning of the project onward. The fictional letters are interspersed 
with wry observations from the author, H. B. Cresswell, RIBA (1869-1960).

AT: Not a great deal beyond the entry for him on Wikipedia – which notes 
that his career included being articled to Aston Webb (designer of the 
current Neo-classical facade of Buckingham Palace), having designed a 
turbine factory in Flint, North Wales, and having written (other) novels 
and two children’s books. Apparently he also contributed to architectural 
journals and to Punch – all of which suggests that he had both extensive 
knowledge (particularly of the building industry) and a fine sense of humour.

RW: Right, he was an architect. Do you know anything else about him?

RW: It’s a situational humour, isn’t it? Dramatic irony?

AT: Yes, I suppose it could be described as situation (or situational) comedy – but not in the 
same way as, say, “Friends” or “Schitt’s Creek.” Its principal purpose is to educate (albeit 
with wry humour) rather than simply to amuse the reader. And humour is an important 
device for education – it relaxes people and relaxed people are generally more receptive.
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—————————

Alan Tate, PhD, PPLI, FCSLA, is a Fellow and Past President of the United 
Kingdom Landscape Institute and a Fellow of the Canadian Society of 
Landscape Architects. He has a PhD in Architecture from Edinburgh College of 
Art. Tate is a Professor of Landscape Architecture at the University of Manitoba 
where he was Head of Department for twelve years between 2000 and 2019. 
His teaching includes the graduate course in professional practice, in which he 
will be issuing an assignment on the Honeywood File in the Fall 2023 Semester.

Ryan Wakshinski, MALA, CSLA, Landscape Architect with Manitoba Parks, 
studied under Professor Tate from 1998 – 2002 and is currently the head of the 
Landscapes|Paysage Editorial Board. Please indulge him this review.

RW: I feel like the reader can see the mistakes being made by the young 
architect but is powerless to help. He has to “muddle through”…

AT: True! It is very much a series of lessons in how to put into practice the principles learned 
as a trainee – lessons in how designers should communicate with the two main parties with 
whom they work; their clients and the contractors who agree to implement their work.

RW: What are the key lessons learned? Top 3, 5? More?

AT: 1: Clients – you need them … but they’re not always right.
2:	And contractors aren’t always wrong. Establish a good relationship with them from the     
	 outset and they just might look after your interests (as well as their own).
3:	Don’t be frightened of the fact that you don’t know everything … and don’t be afraid to 	
	 say, “I don’t know – but I’ll get back to you.”
4:	Seek the advice of people with experience of issues that you have not encountered before.
5:	Keep organised records of ALL communications … 

RW: It’s an old book, but the lessons are timeless. Is there anything specific to landscape architecture?

AT: The answer to that question is probably “no” … but “yes.” “No” in that there are no direct references to 
landscape architecture but “yes” in that there are many issues that arise that might have been less problematic 
if the architect, James Spinlove, had worked with a landscape architect. These issues include drainage of a 
steep-sided site (avoiding leaving trial pits open – leading to the horse of the daughter of Leslie Brash, the 
owner, breaking its leg), views out to a nearby chimney stack, design of the garden terrace and, of course, design 
of the entrance driveway to Honeywood Grange – of which no mention is made. But the events that Spinlove 
experienced are certainly relevant – still – for emerging (and for established) landscape architects.

RW: Indeed, this particular “pig” would have benefitted from a bit more than “parsley” around 
it! Is the architect the main source of trouble, or does the client create a lot of the problems?

AT: Like most projects, there is more than one person causing problems. Brash, the client, lives up (or 
down?) to his name. Spinlove, the architect, is a somewhat naive. Potch, the District Surveyor, and 
local builders Nibnose and Rasper, are troublemakers. But Grigblay, the worldly-wise general contractor 
is the most commendable character and resolves most of the problems that the other parties cause.

RW: But it all comes good at the end of the warranty period in 
the Honeywood Settlement?

AT: … and beyond that!

RW: Without giving too much away! ;-) Thanks Alan!    
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MENTORSHIP MOMENT | PAROLE AUX MEMBRES

CAROLYN WOODLAND – 
MENTOR, ROLE MODEL, 
FOREVER FRIEND
EHA NAYLOR

CAROLYN HAS BEEN the most influential person in my professional 
career. Our relationship spans over four decades and began when she 
interviewed and hired me into my first job at Hough Stansbury and 
Associates. Actually, we had met much earlier because we attended 
the same high school. We shared a love of art and in the high school 
art studio, I admired a series of beautiful watercolour landscapes that 
Carolyn painted. I was just a grade 9er and she was an accomplished 
artist in grade 12 who would be soon heading off to university.

It was five years later when I was accepted into the landscape 
architecture program at the University of Toronto that I again admired 
Carolyn’s work. Her fourth year thesis was on display in the gallery in 
the school, and I recognized the artistry in the drawings and was again 
in awe.

From the early years, the partners of Hough Stansbury Woodland 
were pioneers of ecological urban design, demonstrating “design 
with nature principles.” The firm advocated a radical shift in how city 
landscapes are designed, embedding ecological thinking into their work 
and attracting graduate landscape architects who were interested in 
exploring those principles. As a mentor, she worked with numerous 
landscape architects, to infuse design process within an ecological 
frameworks. She insisted that the site and it’s underlying natural 
systems informed how the design evolved.

The firm evolved (later Hough Woodland Naylor Dance Leinster) but 
remained a testing ground for embedding ecological principles in 
Canada and internationally. During her final decade with the firm, 
with Carolyn at the helm (President, 1992-2002), the company’s work 
continued to exhibit the elegant intersection of ecology and urban 
environments. Increasingly, these principles were adopted by the City 
of Toronto and its major waterfront agencies.

She has been a role model and leader during her four-decade-
long career. She has a talent for pushing professional boundaries 
and mentoring future generations of landscape architects and 
environmental planners to infuse design into restoration projects. 
When she joined the Toronto & Region Conservation Authority 
(TRCA) as senior director with the TRCA (2002-2019), she oversaw 
environmental planning within 18 municipalities. She initiated 
the Toronto Ravine Strategy, participated in the important 2015 
Coordinated Land Use Planning Review (led by David Crombie), and 
she directed the production of the award-winning “Living City Policies 
for Planning and Development in the Watersheds of TRCA,” which 
took these foundational ecological design principles to a new level. 
Her outstanding work was increasingly recognized with awards of 
excellence, including prestigious professional recognition from both 
the OPPI and the OALA (Public Practice, 2018 and Pinnacle, 2019).

After leaving the TRCA, Carolyn (OALA, FCSLA, MCIP, RPP) added 
to her volunteer legacy by serving as CSLA President (2021 – 2022). 
She is a respected facilitator, advisor, competition adjudicator and 
spokesperson, and a tireless advocate for the profession, working to 
build its political voice.

She has been my friend for over 40 years, we have shared many 
birthdays (our sons were born on the same day, in the same year), and 
she’s my oldest son’s godmother. She has two wonderful now adult 
children, Megan and Gregory who enjoy (almost always) their mom’s 
wisdom and guidance.

I can’t say that there is a single quote, nor is there a “moment or 
specific event” that is outstanding. Carolyn’s strength and influence 
comes from her persuasiveness, and leading by example.    

—————————

Eha Naylor, OALA, FCSLA, has over 40 years of experience in landscape 
architecture and community planning. She has been a leader in Dillon 
Consulting’s national landscape architecture and community planning service 
lines for the past 10 years. She has earned numerous awards recognizing her 
expertise in environmental and site design for both public and private sectors. 
Eha is the current president of the Landscape Architecture Canada Foundation. 

PHOTO VINCENT ASSELIN

58   LANDSCAPES | PAYSAGES



1.800.609.6066
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Our NEW Monoslope Cantilevers
feature a modern and streamlined look with support columns 

cleverly located to the rear for safety and unobstructed views!
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 ALUMINUM DOGIPOT®
PET STATION

#1003-L

DOGIPOT.COM  |  800.364.7681

Contact us today to keep
your dog friendly areas

cleaner!

Most Trusted

Superior Value

Broadest Selection
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ACO. we care for water 

Linear drainage ACO DRAIN 

for urban applications 

(604) 554-0688   I   info@acocan.ca   I   www.acocan.ca 

New online design aid 
tools: 
 Trench hydraulics 
 Grate hydraulics 
 Grate Visualizer 
 Run layout design 
 
www.askaco.ca 
 
All ACO Drain products 
comply with   
CAN/CSA B79-8-2022 
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www.beavervalleystone.com 
t: 905-886-5787   or  t: 416-222-2424

• Flagstone • Masonry products
• Interlocking • Cultured stone 
• In-Lite LED Lights • Aggregates 
• Bulk/bag road Salt • Retaining walls
• Accessories • Kichler LED Lights
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NATURAL STONE 

AND PRECAST CONCRETE PRODUCTS

Main Office & Yard: 8081 Woodbine Ave. SE Corner Woodbine/407 
Office & Yard: 125 Langstaff Rd E., SE Corner Yonge/Hwy 7-407  

Manufacturing Plant: 12350 Keele St., Maple

We 
Deliver!

Follow us on

@BVSLimited

Follow us on
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Landscape Architects

PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY 
INSURANCE PROGRAM
We Offer:

• Contract Review Services
• Loss Prevention Assistance
• Seminars
•  Complete Commercial 

Insurance Programs

HUB

Christopher D. Greer, BA, CAIB, CRM  
Vice President, Professional Liability

O: 416-597-4650

M: 416-569-4417

christopher.greer@hubinternational.com

HUB International Ontario Limited

595 Bay Street, Suite 900
Toronto, ON M5G 2E3

hubinternational.com
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INSURANCE BROKERS/COURTIERS D’ASSURANCE 
Pro-Form Sinclair Professional����������������������������������������������������� 62 
www.proformsinclair.ca
INTERLOCKING PAVERS/PAVÉS AUTOBLOQUANTS 
Unilock Limited ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������6 
www.unilock.com
PAVER PRODUCTS/EQUIPMENT/PRODUITS/ 
MATÉRIEL POUR PAVÉS 
Invisible Structures, Inc.�����������������������������������������������������������������60 
https://www.invisiblestructures.com
The Belden Brick Company������������������������������������������������������������53, 62 
https://www.beldenbrick.com
PAVER-GRATE/PAVERS-GRILLES 
IRONSMITH����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������41 
https://ironsmith.cc
PAVING STONES/RETAINING WALLS/ 
PAVÉS/MURS DE SOUTÈNEMENT 
Beaver Valley Stone Ltd. ��������������������������������������������������������������� 62 
www.beavervalleystone.com

PLAYGROUND & RECREATION EQUIPMENT/ÉQUIPEMENT 
POUR ESPACES RÉCRÉATIFS ET TERRAINS DE JEUX 
APE Studio Inc.���������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 17 
www.apeoriginal.com
Earthscape������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 13 
earthscapeplay.com
PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT/ 
MATÉRIEL POUR TERRAINS DE JEUX 
Landscape Structures Inc. ������������������������������������������������������������� 24 
www.playlsi.com
SECURITY/PERIMETER FENCING/ 
CLÔTURES DE SÉCURITÉ/DE PÉRIMÈTRE 
Central Precast Inc. ������������������������������������������������������������������������� 63 
www.centralprecast.com
SHADE UMBRELLAS/OMBRAGER PARAPLUIES 
Shade Systems Inc. ������������������������������������������������������������������������� 59 
https://shadesystemsinc.com
SITE FURNISHINGS/MOBILIERS EXTÉRIEUR 
Central Precast Inc. ������������������������������������������������������������������������� 63 
www.centralprecast.com
DuMor Inc.������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 12 
www.dumor.com
Equiparc�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������4 
https://equiparc.com/?utm_source=Website&utm_ 
	 medium=Banner&utm_campaign=AALA_ 
	 Banner_720x90_2021
Graber Manufacturing, Inc ������������������������������������������������������������ 16, 62 
www.thomas-steele.com
Hauser Industries Inc.�����������������������������������������������������������������������������61 
www.hauser.ca
Landscape Forms Inc. �����������������������������������������������������������������������������3 
www.landscapeforms.com
Maglin Site Furniture Inc.����������������������������� 62, Outside Back Cover 
www.maglin.com
Streetlife Design & Products BV�������������������������������������������������������� 25 
www.streetlifeamerica.com
Victor Stanley Inc. ����������������������������������������������62, Inside Front Cover 
www.victorstanley.com
Wishbone Site Furnishings ������������������������������������Inside Back Cover 
https://www.wishboneltd.com
TREE CARE/ENTRETIEN DES ARBRES 
Bartlett Tree Experts�����������������������������������������������������������������������64 
https://www.bartlett.com
TREE GRATES/GRILLES D’ARBRES 
IRONSMITH����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������41 
https://ironsmith.cc
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WE’VE MADE 
YOUR TREES 
OUR BUSINESS.

WE’VE MADE 
YOUR TREES 
OUR BUSINESS.

Call 877-227-8538 or visit bartlett.com
PRUNING | FERTILIZATION | CABLING & BRACING  
INSECT & DISEASE MANAGEMENT | TREE INSPECTIONS 
STORM DAMAGE | LIGHTNING PROTECTION | REMOVALS

The F.A. Bartlett Tree Expert Company

EXPERT TREE CARE 
FOR 116 YEARS — 
AND GROWING. 
Quercus alba. Betula papyrifera. 
Carya ovata. Better known as 
White Oak, Paper Birch, and 
Shagbark Hickory, these are 
three of the thousands of 
species we specialize in. 
For 116 years, our family-owned 
company has brought a rare 
mix of groundbreaking science, 
award-winning safety practices, 
and global resources to every 
tree and shrub care task at hand. 
And at the heart of our success are 
our people — experts who know and 
champion every tree, no matter 
the species. Discover how our 
passion is inspiring one beautiful 
property after another.
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PARTING SHOT

CLAUDE CORMIER (1960 – 2023) leaves an entire profession in 
mourning. His most recent marquee projects, The Ring in Montreal and 
Love Park in Toronto, can be appreciated as the final legacy of his work 
– as gifts to the two cities he called home. By reflecting the maturity of 
his practice, they make a spectacular cap to his career. They embody his 
love of landscape architecture, cities, public spaces and the people who 
live in and experience them every day. 

Claude made a profound impression on me and left an indelible mark 
on my career. We first met at a colloquium, “Existence and Experience 
In Contemporary Garden Design,” held in 2005 at the Dumbarton Oaks 
estate in Washington, D.C. I will always remember our stroll through 
the gardens created by Beatrix Farrand. At the precise moment when 
we walked under the famous wisteria arbour, I witnessed Claude’s 
avid gaze and creative spark as he absorbed the chromatic, spatial, 
typological and experiential qualities that would become, most notably, 
the inspiration for the following year’s Pergola project (Le Havre). 
Then, in 2006, as I was just starting out in the profession, Claude 
generously agreed to make me guest editor of ARQ Architecture-
Québec for a “Profiles” issue exploring his career and unique approach 
to landscape. Claude opened the doors of his world to me so that I 
could immerse myself in his culture and projects. The relationship 
continued in subsequent years with various editorial projects and the 
redevelopment of Dorchester Square in Montreal. Hours of discussion 
on the phone, in the office and at his home drew me into a full 
communion with his vision, ideas and personality – everything, as one. 

All our meetings were at once serious, joyful and profound. We had 
real chemistry and a special connection from the very start. Claude put 
his trust in me and assigned projects that were both stimulating and 
stressful: my mission was to convey in writing the boldness, sensitivity, 
emotion and conceptual complexity of this man blessed with an 
unparalleled ability to talk about his work, persuading his listeners with 
clear proof of his ideas’ solid foundations. I always felt enormously 
privileged, and duty-bound not to disappoint. I had to be worthy of 
his trust in my ability to express his creative power with suitable 
eloquence. These writings are unquestionably the most inspiring of my 
career; they gave me more intellectual satisfaction than any others 
because I had fully embraced his philosophy, position and aspirations 
not only for redefining the limits of landscape paradigms but for 
renewing them. The end result: well-considered, joyful public spaces 
that make sense, that are beneficial and that people like.

Among my final encounters with Claude, I am particularly moved by 
the unique and poignant moment when my wide-eyed, six-year-old 
son met the artist who had created his favourite work in the Montreal 
Museum of Fine Arts, Peluches (Stuffed Animals). I am grateful to have 
been able to collaborate with Claude one last time on the iconic Ring at 
Place Ville Marie, to put this love letter to Montreal into words, to see 
it being installed under his watchful and amazed eye, and to appear 
at his side in the documentary Montréal : vues du cœur. A week before 

MY DEAR CLAUDE
JONATHAN CHA

he died, Claude informed me of his diagnosis. He was stoic, but still 
found a way to deliver the news with humour, telling me he was like an 
“all-dressed pizza.” I will deeply miss his laughter, his body language, 
his humanity, his presence, his openness and his creative genius, as will 
everyone who worked with him or who experiences his works, through 
which his memory will live on. Your funeral lived up to your originality, 
your artistic spirit and your great generosity. By leaving us with the 
unexpected song, Queen’s “We Are The Champions,” you surprised us, 
moved us and passed along the torch with panache. Dear Claude, our 
great unifier, I salute and honour you one last time.

I love you, Claude.    

—————————

Jonathan Cha, PhD, AAPQ, CSLA, has a doctorate in 
spatial planning and urbanism, urbanology and landscape 
architecture. He has expertise in public spaces and 
urban heritage and holds the position of team leader in 
development and conservation at Parc Jean-Drapeau 
in Montreal.
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DERNIER MOT

CLAUDE CORMIER (1960-2023) laisse dans le deuil toute une 
profession. Ses deux derniers projets phares, l’Anneau de Montréal 
et le Love Park de Toronto, peuvent être appréciés comme des 
legs ultimes de son œuvre, comme des cadeaux à ses deux villes 
d’adoption. Ils sont l’aboutissement de sa carrière, le reflet de la 
maturité de sa pratique, de son amour de l’architecture de paysage, 
de la ville, de l’espace public, de ceux qui l’habitent et la vivent au 
quotidien. 

Claude m’a marqué profondément et a laissé une empreinte 
indélébile sur ma carrière professionnelle. Notre première rencontre 
a eu lieu à l’occasion du colloque « Existence and Experience In 
Contemporary Garden Design » à Dumbarton Oaks, à Washington 
en 2005. Je me souviendrai toujours de notre promenade dans 
les jardins créés par Beatrix Farrand et de notre passage sous la 
célèbre tonnelle de glycines. À ce moment précis, j’ai été témoin 
du regard avide de sensation et de l’instinct créatif de Claude qui 
emmagasinait les qualités chromatique, spatiale, typologique, 
d’expérience qui deviendraient notamment une inspiration pour le 
projet Pergola (Le Havre) réalisé l’année suivante. Puis, en 2006, 
alors j’étais novice dans la profession, Claude a généreusement 
accepté que je sois rédacteur en chef d’un numéro « Profil » de la 
revue ARQ Architecture-Québec portant sur son parcours et son 
approche singulière du paysage. Claude m’a alors ouvert les portes 
de son univers pour que je m’imprègne de sa culture et de ses 
projets. Cette relation s’est poursuivie dans les années suivantes 
dans divers projets de rédaction et le projet de réaménagement 
du square Dorchester. Des heures de discussion au téléphone, au 
bureau et chez lui m’ont permis d’entrer en réelle communion avec 
sa vision, ses idées, sa personnalité, de faire un. 

Toutes nos rencontres étaient à la fois sérieuses, joyeuses et 
profondes et une chimie et une connexion particulières nous ont 
liées dès le premier instant. Claude m’a donné sa confiance et 
confié des mandats à la fois stimulants et stressants, soit d’être 
sa plume, de transfuser son audace, sa sensibilité, son émotion et 
sa complexité conceptuelle à l’écrit, lui qui n’avait pas d’égal à l’oral 
pour convaincre et démontrer le bien-fondé de ses propositions. 

MON CHER CLAUDE
JONATHAN CHA

J’ai toujours ressenti un immense privilège et un devoir de ne pas 
le décevoir et d’être à la hauteur de sa confiance pour exprimer 
avec finesse sa force créative. Ces écritures, assurément les plus 
inspirantes de ma carrière, sont celles m’ayant apporté le plus 
de bonheur intellectuel parce que j’adhérais entièrement à sa 
philosophie, sa posture, ses aspirations quant à la redéfinition 
des limites et au renouvellement des paradigmes paysagers. La 
résultante : des espaces publics réfléchis plein de gaieté qui font 
sens, qui font du bien et qui sont aimés par les gens.

Parmi les derniers moments passés avec Claude, notons cette 
rencontre inédite et émotive entre lui et mon fils de 6 ans alors que 
celui-ci découvrait les yeux tout écarquillés l’artiste de Peluches, 
son œuvre préférée du Musée des Beaux-Arts de Montréal. Je suis 
reconnaissant d’avoir pu collaborer une dernière fois avec Claude sur 
le projet emblématique de l’Anneau de Place Ville Marie, de mettre 
en mots cette lettre d’amour aux Montréalais, d’assister à son 
installation sous son regard attentif et émerveillé et d’apparaître 
à ses côtés dans le documentaire Montréal : vues du cœur. Une 
semaine avant son décès, Claude m’annonçait son diagnostic avec 
résilience et trouvait encore le moyen de le faire avec humour en 
me disant qu’il était comme une pizza all dressed. Ses éclats de rire, 
sa gestuelle, son humanité, sa proximité, son ouverture, son génie 
créateur vont me manquer terriblement, tous comme à ceux qui 
l’ont côtoyé ou qui expérimentent ses œuvres à travers lesquelles 
sa mémoire survivra. Tes funérailles auront été à la hauteur de ton 
originalité, de ton esprit artistique et de ta grande générosité. En 
nous laissant sur la chanson inattendue We Are The Champions de 
Queen, tu nous as surpris, ému et passé le flambeau avec panache. 
À nous de le porter bien haut. Grand rassembleur, je te salue et 
t’honore une dernière fois.

Je t’aime Claude.    

—————————

Jonathan Cha, PhD, AAPQ, AAPC,  est docteur en aménagement de l’espace 
et urbanisme, urbanologue et architecte paysagiste. Il détient une expertise en 
matière d’espaces publics et de patrimoine urbain. Il occupe le poste de chef 
d’équipe en aménagement et conservation au parc Jean-Drapeau à Montréal. 
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OUR PARKER PICNIC TABLE IS EXPERTLY CRAFTED BY A TEAM OF 

OVER 30 SPECIALISTS THAT BRING A WEALTH OF EXPERIENCE 

TO THE MANUFACTURING PROCESS.  AMONG THEM IS 

ROBIN, WHO HAS BEEN WITH OUR FOUNDRY IN PARKSVILLE, 

BC FOR OVER 3 YEARS.  CHOOSE WISHBONE TO APPLY THIS 

LEVEL OF QUALITY MANUFACTURING TO YOUR NEXT PROJECT.

BY SPECIALISTS LIKE ROBIN
HANDCRAFTED IN CANADA

WISHBONELTD.COM | (866) 6260476

s i t e  f u r n i s h i n g s
Wishb  ne
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