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Awards of Excellence Submission Guidelines (2022) 
 

Deadline 
Friday, January 21st, 2022 4:30 pm CT 
 

Background 
The CSLA’s Awards of Excellence Program is administered by the CSLA’s Awards of Excellence Committee in association 
with its component associations: 
o The Atlantic Provinces Association of Landscape Architects;  
o L'Association des architectes paysagistes du Québec;  
o The Ontario Association of Landscape Architects; 
o The Manitoba Association of Landscape Architects; 
o The Saskatchewan Association of Landscape Architects; 
o The Alberta Association of Landscape Architects; 
o The British Columbia Society of Landscape Architects; 
o The Northwest Territories Association of Landscape Architects; and  
o The Nunavut Association of Landscape Architects.  
 
The management of the Awards of Excellence Program is undertaken cooperatively by the CSLA’s Awards of Excellence 
Committee and a team at the University of Manitoba’s Department of Landscape Architecture.  
 

Purpose 
The Program is intended to:  
o recognize and promote excellence in all aspects of the profession; 
o communicate a strong awareness of the profession of landscape architecture to related professions, potential clients, 

and the general public. 
 

Eligibility 
Applicants 
o Landscape architects practicing within or outside of Canada are eligible to enter, provided that at least one member 

of the project team who played a leading role in the project is a member in good standing of the CSLA. 
o For the Research category ONLY, the following are eligible to enter:  

- Professors or researchers employed by a LAAC-accredited university, or  
- Landscape architects practicing within or outside of Canada who are CSLA members in good standing  

o For projects in Canada outside the jurisdiction of the applicant's component association(s), the applicant must 
demonstrate that they held membership in the host jurisdiction for the project’s duration illustrated by obtaining a 
letter of membership confirmation from the host component association.  

o For projects located outside of Canada, the applicant must provide proof of licensure in the host jurisdiction, if 
applicable.  

 
Projects 
o International projects may be submitted. For projects outside of Canada and the US: an external assessment may 

required.  
o Previously submitted projects may be re-submitted provided they have not previously received a CSLA Award of 

Excellence and declared as such in the submission form. 
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Types of Awards 
Submissions will be judged and awarded at two levels:  
o National Awards, and 
o Jury’s Award of Excellence  
 
National Awards are granted for work that demonstrates excellence against all judging criteria. Up to fifteen National 
Awards may be awarded each year. These projects become nominees for the Jury’s Award of Excellence, which, at the 
pleasure of the jury, will be given to a project which best demonstrates the CSLA’s vision to advance the art, science and 
practice of landscape architecture. 
 

Award Categories 
The selection of submission categories is the responsibility of the entrant. Entrants may submit the project in more than 
one category. It is the responsibility of the entrant to communicate how the work illustrates excellence within the chosen 
category. Categories include: 
 
Communication: initiatives that have achieved success in communicating information relating to landscape 
architecture within or outside of the profession, such as: 

o presentation materials and supporting documents 
o promotional plans and campaigns including marketing materials, such as a leaflet, or press releases with 

cuttings/ broadcast coverage generated  
o websites or blogs, company or project-specific publications 
o information for the general public introducing them to the profession 
o public or community consultation/engagement materials from exhibitions and workshops etc.  
o explanatory or promotional documents, films, publications  
o materials used in schools such as lesson plans and handouts, design workshops 

Landscape Management: plans and techniques for the restoration, conservation, enhancement or maintenance of a 
natural or human-made landscape applied on site for at least one full year, such as: 

o management plans and ecological strategies for designated landscapes and habitats 
o river catchment and coastal plans and strategies 
o habitat restoration, management and monitoring plans 
o parks and open space management plans 
o management plans for historic parks and landscape  
o surveys, plans and strategies for the public realm associated with business parks, educational facilities and 

housing and other development 
o management of historical or cultural landscapes 

 
Large-Scale Landscapes Designed by a Landscape Architect (over 5 ha): newly developed or renovated works 
constructed before the submission deadline, such as: 

o public and civic landscapes (parks, streets, plazas, gardens) 
o commercial and institutional landscapes (schools, hospitals, businesses, corporate headquarters).  

 
Medium-Scale Landscapes Designed by a Landscape Architect (1 to 5 ha): newly developed or renovated works 
constructed before the submission deadline, such as: 

o public and civic landscapes (parks, streets, plazas, gardens) 
o commercial and institutional landscapes (schools, hospitals, businesses, corporate headquarters).  

 
Small-Scale Landscapes Designed by a Landscape Architect (up to 1 ha): includes newly developed or 
renovated works constructed before the submission deadline, such as: 

o public and civic landscapes (parks, streets, plazas, gardens) 
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o commercial and institutional landscapes (schools, hospitals, businesses, corporate headquarters).  
 
Planning and Analysis | Large-Scale Design: large-scale projects such as: 

o regional planning and assessment 
o land reserves, national parks, watershed and protected area planning 
o natural resource management, environmental assessment, restoration, conservation or enhancement plans 
o remediation plans 
o community development plans 
o historical management plans.  

 
Research:  research initiatives such as: 

o original studies, theses or reports 
o published books, consultations and documents 
o policy work, such as regulations, guidelines, and by-laws, environmental assessments, suitability studies, natural 

and visual resource inventories, community plans and post-construction evaluations 
o research to develop technological innovation 
o historical research on landscape architecture, the development of design theory and the contribution of 

practitioners. 
 

Residential Landscapes Designed by a Landscape Architect: newly developed or renovated single or multifamily 
residential projects constructed before the submission deadline such as: 

o renovation or restoration projects 
o rooftop gardens 
o activity areas for cooking, entertaining, recreation, or relaxation 
o sustainable landscape applications; new construction or renovation projects 
o affordable landscape concepts and innovation. 

 
Jury 
The jury is comprised of up to five (5) prominent professionals with diverse expertise nominated by each component 
association according to jury criteria published by the CSLA. In addition, a juror external to the profession is invited to join 
the jury. The Awards of Excellence Committee selects the final jury members based on the juror recommendations from 
the component associations.  
 
The number of jurors and their provincial representation may vary annually based on the number of submissions 
received. The President of the CSLA may also be present and participate in an ex-officio role. After the jury meeting, the 
list of jurors is posted on the CSLA website.  
 
The jury meets virtually in February and March. The jury’s decisions are final. 
 
Eligibility of Jurors 
Firms or employees of firms who have submitted for this year’s competition are ineligible to be appointed a juror. 
 

Assessment 
All entries are assessed according to the following criteria, with each criteria weighted equally: 
 
National Awards 
 

a) Demonstration of a deep understanding of the craft of landscape architecture and attention to composition 
and detail: 
_functionality: how the project achieves its stated goals 
_details: which make the project unique, functional, and exemplary 
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_aesthetics: the overall aesthetic attributes of the project 
 

b) Demonstration of excellence in leadership, project management, breadth of work, new directions or new 
technology: 

_role of the landscape architect in the project: what was the landscape architect's role and how did it enhance the 
project? 
_excellence of the project: what makes it excellent or different from other projects?  
_leadership: how the project demonstrates leadership within the profession of landscape architecture 
_innovation: how the project demonstrates innovation in processes, working relationships, management and design 
_use of technology: how new or old technologies contribute to the design function and usability 
_usability: how the public (or owners/clients) utilize the project and its long-term viability as a valuable space 

 
c) Innovation in concept, process, materials or implementation; 

_materials: the use of materials in new and different applications or the use of new materials 
_construction: innovation in construction methods or schedules, including equipment, timing, labour 
_thought process: the creativity shown by demonstrated thought process to create the end design 
_engagement: the process for user and stakeholder engagement during the project 

 
d) Promotion of the discipline amongst related professions, clients and the general public; 

_involvement: how the project reaches out to or involves the general public or the client 
_cross-disciplinary scope: how the project reaches or engages across more than one discipline 

 
e) Demonstration of exemplary environmental and / or social awareness: 

_environmental impact: how the project considers ecological processes and functions, the impact of the project 
on climate adaptation and mitigation 
_social impact: how the project engages issues of social awareness, engagement and acceptance, the impact on 
the project on reconciliation with Indigenous Communities in relation to the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada’s Calls to Action.  

 

How to Apply 
All project information shall be submitted digitally (see below). Additionally, the Awards of Excellence Committee must 
receive a hard copy of the submission form with the submission fee or payment confirmation. 
 
All submissions must include the following: 
 
HARDCOPY SUBMISSION MATERIAL 
Must be printed single-sided on 8.5x11 paper and received by the submission deadline. 
 
1. Completed Entry Form 
 

If the client does not sign the entry form, the application must include a Client/Owner Letter of Consent granting 
the right to submit the project to the CSLA Awards of Excellence for online and print publication, including the 
exhibition of text and images. Electronic signatures are accepted. 

 
2. Entry Fee or Confirmation of Entry Fee: The CSLA Professional Awards Program fee is $400 plus applicable GST 

(see chart on the last page for a list of the amount to submit by province). For entrants outside of Canada, the entry 
fee aligns with your component association.  

 
Pay by credit card at http://www.csla-aapc.ca/awards/awards-excellence or cheque included with the completed 
entry form, payable to the CSLA. For payment made by credit card, please enclose a printed copy of the receipt with 
your hard copy submission material. 

http://www.csla-aapc.ca/awards/awards-excellence
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ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION MATERIALS 
Items shall be submitted in one folder named “project name_organization or individual” and uploaded via Dropbox 
to awards@csla-aapc.ca 
 
1. Completed Entry Form with Client/Owner Letter of Consent, if applicable, saved as ‘EntryForm.pdf.’ 
 
2. Digital Poster including key imagery, project name, location, and name of organization or individual, including the 

name of the landscape architect(s) of record and their component association. The poster will be viewed online and 
should be optimized for screen viewing. It will act as a project placeholder for the jury during deliberations and will be 
considered together with the complete submission package. The final poster should be 20" x 20", under 10MB and 
saved as 'Poster.pdf'.   

 
3. Digital Images: high-resolution and low-resolution digital images for judging and publicity purposes. 

 
Two folders of identical project images in high-resolution format for print and publicity purposes and low-resolution 
format for jury viewing. Include a minimum of five (5) and a maximum of twenty (20) images in .jpg format saved as 
Image 1.jpg, Image 2.jpg, etc.  
 
Image one must include a title slide giving the name of the project saved as Image 1.jpg. Image two should include a 
context map to allow the jurors to locate the project within its immediate context, saved as Image 2.jpg.  

 
Folders should be named High-Resolution Images and Low-Resolution Images. Low-resolution images must be a 
maximum of 100 dpi. High-resolution images must be a minimum of 300 dpi. The images should seek to provide a 
"walk-through" of the project that compliments the project statement. Collages of photographs are not permitted as 
they are not ideal for publication 
 

4. Digital copies of relevant portfolios, books, binders or bound reports: if applicable. For text based materials, 
please include a maximum 500 word executive summary of the material summarizing the content in relation to the 
chosen awards submission category.   

 
Translation 
All information in the entry form will be translated for the jury. 
 

Additional Information 
COMMENTS 
The jury will provide comments only on awarded projects.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF WINNERS 
The CSLA will communicate with winners two to three weeks after the jury meeting. The information is put under a 
moratorium until a date defined by the CSLA. The CSLA will issue the public announcement of winners by national press 
release and via other CSLA communications.  
 
ATTENDANCE AT CONGRESS 
The Awards of Excellence are presented at the CSLA Congress. It is intended that sufficient notice can be given for 
winners to attend the event. Each winning team is offered one complimentary ticket to attend the CSLA Awards Gala.  
 
ENTRANT AGREEMENT 
It is expected that entrants whose submissions win an award make available to the CSLA further information in the form 
of images and original drawings or models that may be suitable for promotion or exhibition purposes. All entrants should 

mailto:awards@csla-aapc.ca
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note that the CSLA assumes the right to use submitted material for any promotional endeavour that the CSLA deems 
fit.  
 
ENQUIRIES  
Enquiries should be addressed to: 
 
Leanne Muir (Chair, Awards of Excellence)  
Telephone: 204-962-3474/ E-mail: Leanne.Muir@umanitoba.ca 
or 
Brandy O’Reilly (Administrator, Awards of Excellence) 
Telephone: 204-474-7938 / Email: awards@csla-aapc.ca 
 
SUBMISSION ADDRESS 
All submissions must be sent to:  
 

CSLA Awards of Excellence Program  
Department of Landscape Architecture  
University of Manitoba 
Rm 212, 84 Curry Place, John A. Russell Building 

            WINNIPEG, Manitoba, R3T 2N2 
 

Deadline 
All submissions must be received no later than Friday, January 21st, 2022 at 4:30 pm CT. Late or incomplete 
submissions will not be accepted. 
 

Notification of Receipt of Submission 
Applicants will be notified of the receipt of their submissions, by e-mail, within ten (10) days of the deadline by the CSLA 
Awards of Excellence Program. Please do not contact the CSLA to confirm the receipt of your submission in advance of 
this time. 
 

Awards Schedule 
The post submission schedule for the adjudication of the CSLA Awards of Excellence Program will be: 
Dates Item 
End of Jan Deadline for submissions 
Feb-end of March Processing and adjudication of submissions 
mid-April Award winners announced 
June Awards given during the CSLA gala at Congress in 

Calgary 
 

mailto:Leanne.muir@umanitoba.ca
mailto:awards@csla-aapc.ca
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Payment 
The entry fee is $400 plus HST or GST. The entry fees can be paid by cheque, made out to the CSLA, or by credit card at: 
http://www.csla-aapc.ca/awards/awards-excellence 

GST/HST Rates HST/GST on $400 
Amount to Submit 
with Entry 

Alberta 5% $20.00 $420.00 

BC 5% $20.00 $420.00 

Manitoba 5% $20.00 $420.00 

New Brunswick 15% $60.00 $460.00 

Newfoundland and Labrador 15% $60.00 $460.00 

Northwest Territories 5% $20.00 $420.00 

Nova Scotia 15% $60.00 $460.00 

Nunavut 5% $20.00 $420.00 

Ontario 13% $52.00 $452.00 

PEI 15% $60.00 $460.00 

Quebec 5% $20.00 $420.00 

Saskatchewan 5% $20.00 $420.00 

Yukon 5% $20.00 $420.00 

 

http://www.csla-aapc.ca/awards/awards-excellence
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