
CSLA 2022 Pre-Budget Brief to the Standing Committee on Finance (August 2021) 1 
 

 
 
2022 Pre-Budget Submission to the House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance  
 
Submitted by Carolyn Woodland, OALA, FCSLA, MCIP, RPP 
President, Canadian Society of Landscape Architects 
 
August 6th, 2021 
 
Stronger Canadian communities through green investment and healthy landscape 
innovation 
 
The Canadian Society of Landscape Architects (CSLA) calls on the federal government to:  
 
#1: Invest in the enhancement of public spaces and green infrastructure to ensure healthy, livable 
communities 
 
#2:  Invest to strengthen community climate adaption and mitigation plans through nature-based design 
solutions  
 
#3: Invest in research and development to advance of green technology, nature-based solutions, and 
design innovation. 
 
#4: Invest in Indigenous community renewal and programs that build a healthy conservation economy 
 
#5: Invest in employment and training opportunities for youth within the profession of landscape 
architecture and related fields 
 
#6: Invest in a Canadian design culture that showcases landscape architectural talents and 
environmental expertise 
 
About the CSLA and Landscape Architecture  
 
The CSLA was founded in 1934 and is the voice of more than 2,800 landscape architects across Canada. As the 
voice of the profession, the CSLA is an advocate for its members on matters including urban design and 
renewal, parks and greenspace planning, Indigenous issues, sustainable and socially just communities, climate 
change, protected landscapes and cultural heritage.  
 
Landscape architects work to accommodate both the needs of human society and the natural environment, 
respecting the cultural landscapes of the past, and planning sustainably for the future. Via the planning, 
design and management of outdoor spaces of all sizes, landscape architects aim to mitigate the contribution 
of greenhouse gases to the atmosphere and ensure the sustainability of our natural environment.  
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The CSLA believes that a sustainable approach for pandemic recovery and community planning needs to incorporate 
investments in green infrastructure inclusive of parks, and open spaces, natural asset management and biodiversity, in 
training, research and development in areas of green technology and design innovation, and a meaningful renewal of 
vulnerable and Indigenous communities in urban and rural settings. 
 
 
With the federal government’s focus, in mind, on promoting economic recovery and job creation; addressing 
climate change and increasing resilience; and improving social inclusion and quality of life for all Canadians, the 
CSLA suggests the following:  
 
Recommendations 
 
#1: Invest in the enhancement of public spaces and green infrastructure to ensure healthy, livable 
communities  
 
The rapid growth that many parts of the country have experienced over the last two decades and the effects of 
COVID-19 have changed how we live and think about public spaces in our communities and the direction of 
investment for infrastructure and services. Serious gaps are being uncovered as community needs come to the 
forefront. Public scrutiny of the rationale of investments and assessment of benefits to our daily lives has 
never been so imperative. 
 
Government should prioritize funding that rejuvenates and expands the public spaces that create healthy and 
livable communities including parks, green spaces, greenways, recreational fields, plazas, waterfronts, 
renewed streets, community centres and more.  
 
The CSLA supports the recent federal initiative to move to a comprehensive National Infrastructure 
Assessment Plan. A more holistic auditing of infrastructure systems requires expert assessment at all 
community scales supporting the government’s livable community vision. Landscape architects share that 
vision and provide a critical expertise in creating a multi-disciplinary perspective for relevant city building, 
infrastructure planning, climate change solutions and funding towards 2050.  
 
Green infrastructure and restored open spaces 
Many of our communities have intensified resulting in underserviced parkland to support increasing 
populations or with inadequate provision of purposeful well-designed amenities for diverse users and cultures. 
We need new support for underfunded green infrastructure and restoration priorities where gaps exist or 
deterioration of the public realm prevails (e.g. brownfields, utility corridors, harbours, inner city spaces, 
transportation corridors).  
 
Canada’s natural ecosystems funded as essential assets  
Investment prioritization of climate solutions and green infrastructure warrants the protection and restoration 
of natural assets across the country as a fundamental anchor for success. Park and natural heritage 
infrastructure are required for Canada to achieve Canada’s Target 1 Challenge – adding to protected and 
conserved areas in each province and territory. Landscape architects have led many resource management 
assignments building natural legacy across the country for decades, and advocate for this important 
foundation for healthy communities. 
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New infrastructure planning and investment should ensure that the parks and natural systems are preserved, 
and that we avoid the removal or deterioration of valuable forests and wetlands. 
 
Cultural Heritage and Tourism Re-boot 
Canada boasts a significant wealth of cultural heritage sites, providing valuable ecological and historical 
services, and in many locations unique economic and tourism staples. High profile properties and parks 
commissions require revitalization that cannot be provided through regular visitation and operational budgets. 
Our cultural heritage jewels need a financial re-boot to assist managing pandemic visitation drawdown. Also 
protected landscapes, including Indigenous Protected Areas, and new park proposals require financial 
assistance and leadership of Indigenous governments to achieve success and economic efficiencies. 
 
#2: Invest to strengthen community climate adaption and mitigation plans through nature-based design 
solutions  
 
The CSLA believes that nature-based design offers opportunities to address sustainability crises including 
climate change, food and water security, land degradation, loss of biodiversity, human well-being, and natural 
disasters. These design approaches are successfully used to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, enhance 
resilience in ecosystems and communities, and to improve stability in food and water systems. Working with 
nature can reduce a community’s costs for the provision of needed ecosystem services, slow environmental 
degradation and enhance well-being for residents. 
 
Nature-based projects often address multiple challenges but also create multiple benefits at the same time. 
For example, urban canopy improvements reduce inner city heat, provide shelter to individuals and structures, 
and improve aesthetics and livability.  Innovative stormwater management systems can reduce runoff and 
potential flooding, improve water quality, provide recreational space, and create additional ‘nature in the city’ 
amenities. 
 
As early as 1900, Canadian landscape architects were advancing town planning and securing, protecting and 
planning urban natural environments such as Mount Royal Park in Montréal, Assiniboine Park in Winnipeg, 
Wascana and Victoria Park in Regina and Bowring Park in St. John’s. More recent investments in the Rouge 
Park in Toronto, the Agguttinni Territorial Park in Clyde River and the Grand Parc de l’Ouest in Montreal are 
exciting new nature-based projects advancing long term ecosystem health and enjoyment in urban cities.  
 
Today, every region or community within the country has a host of specific climate adaption and mitigation 
priorities tied to extreme weather risk management planning. Landscape architects are already working with 
communities as specialists on evidence, science-based design solutions reviewing threats to infrastructure, 
and this leadership must continue. Risk vulnerability scenarios are complex to assess and form achievable 
neighbourhood safety objectives. In northern communities, for example, the inclusion of Indigenous peoples in 
environmental research, monitoring and guardianship for both scientific research and traditional knowledge 
can provide great value. Funding shortfalls for completing essential risk studies and mitigation solutions 
involving landscape architects must be actioned and prioritized in older communities and in growth centres. 
 
Federal Dollars at Work for Resilient Communities 
According to a recently published report by the World Economic Forum, nature-based and sustainable practices 
could create more than 395 million jobs globally by 2030 and more than $10 trillion in annual business value 
over the next decade. According to a 2020 report by the Insurance Bureau of Canada and the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities, every $1 invested in climate adaptation has a potential return of $6 in future avoided 
losses.  

https://www.lemontroyal.qc.ca/en
https://www.csla-aapc.ca/awards-atlas/assiniboine-park-nature-and-adventure-playground
http://wascana.ca/
https://www.regina.ca/parks-recreation-culture/parks/parks-playgrounds-picnic-sites/
https://bowringpark.com/
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/on/rouge
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/on/rouge
https://www.gov.nu.ca/sites/default/files/3213-025_clyde_eng.pdf
https://www.realisonsmtl.ca/grandparcouest
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The talent and skill of landscape architects can be seen in the public realm on prominent projects in every 
major city, province and territory in the country. A few well-known initiatives include: Bring Back the Don / 
Naturalization of the Don River and the Port Lands community redevelopment on the Toronto waterfront; The 
Forks river and floodway renewal in Winnipeg, the Lachine Canal in Montreal, Calgary’s Downtown Flood 
Barrier project and Nova Scotia’s Flood Mapping studies. Most recent award-winning projects recognizing the 
work of landscape architects include City of Vancouver’s innovative Rain City Strategy, a Green Rainwater 
Infrastructure and Management Initiative and Dale Hodges Park /Stormwater Facility and Public Artwork in 
Calgary.   
 
 
These multimillion-dollar investments were realized with infusions of federal funding and involve the creative leadership 
of landscape architects and urban designers who are committed to “big picture landscape thinking” around urban 
renewal, urban ecological restoration and climate change adaptation and mitigation.  
 
 
#3: Invest in research and development to advance green technology, and design innovation. 
 
To advance green building technology, nature-based solutions and innovative design experimentation, 
targeted funding to SSHRC, NSERC and CIHR must occur to promote research in site planning initiatives (e.g. 
green roofs, green parking areas, natural drainage basins). Additionally, cost-sharing, subsidies and rebate 
incentives are recognized programs that facilitate funding and encourage use of technologies and nature-
based solutions. A focus on creative neighbourhood integration of design and technical services can fuel 
productive pilot projects in inner city locations, rural or re-developing environs and remote communities.  
 
Funders and infrastructure owners need to consider comprehensive life cycle costing of public facilities as an 
ongoing issue for new forms of maintenance, technology, and skills for care as we transition. 
 
#4: Invest in Indigenous community renewal, and programs that build a healthy conservation economy. 
 
Landscape architects work with First Nation, Inuit, and Métis communities across the country. Incorporation 
and consideration of Indigenous peoples, their values, their voices, and their knowledge in the planning, design 
and management of the Canadian landscape is an important goal for our membership, and essential to moving 
forward towards achieving reconciliation. 
 
Self-government and land claim agreements (including the implementation of UNDRIP) between Canada and 
Indigenous governments facilitate a partnership approach to decision-making. It is incumbent on Canada to 
conclude these agreements to meet obligations as partner on urgent infrastructure improvements. 
 
The government must provide financial support to Indigenous communities and governments in habitat 
management and restoration, land and ocean management, and carbon stewardship through existing 
environmental programs. Many of these conservation initiatives have incorporated landscape architectural 
expertise and facilitation. 
 
  

https://trca.ca/conservation/green-infrastructure/don-mouth-naturalization-port-lands-flood-protection-project/
https://trca.ca/conservation/green-infrastructure/don-mouth-naturalization-port-lands-flood-protection-project/
https://www.waterfrontoronto.ca/nbe/portal/waterfront/Home/waterfronthome/precincts/port-lands
https://www.csla-aapc.ca/awards/forks-2018
https://www.csla-aapc.ca/awards/forks-2018
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/lhn-nhs/qc/canallachine
https://www.calgary.ca/pda/pd/current-studies-and-ongoing-activities/eau-claire-public-realm-plan/Downtown-Flood-Barrier-Eau-Claire-Promenade.html
https://www.calgary.ca/pda/pd/current-studies-and-ongoing-activities/eau-claire-public-realm-plan/Downtown-Flood-Barrier-Eau-Claire-Promenade.html
https://www.floodmap.net/Elevation/CountryElevationMap/?ct=CA&st=07
https://www.aapc-csla.ca/awards-atlas/rain-city-strategy-green-rainwater-infrastructure-and-rainwater-management-initiative
https://www.aapc-csla.ca/awards-atlas/rain-city-strategy-green-rainwater-infrastructure-and-rainwater-management-initiative
https://www.csla-aapc.ca/awards-atlas/dale-hodges-park
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CSLA members live and work extensively in all three territories of northern Canada. Funding priorities include: 
 

o Augmentation of funding programs, such as Canada Nature Fund and Indigenous Guardian Pilot 
Program, need to cover protected land projects, and support Indigenous led stewardship of traditional 
lands, water and ice areas.  

 
o Federal Gas Tax Funding or other related funds must support northern municipalities with 

infrastructure deficits and reduced reliance on diesel generated power. 
 

o Significant funding increases (beyond modest amounts from Transport Canada) must address real 
challenges in climate change within northern municipalities (infrastructure, coastlines, marine 
facilities) and changes to natural environs central to the northern Indigenous way of life and culture. 
 

o Food production systems require bold change and investment to establish innovative food resiliency 
and reduced dependence on subsidies. Research on food production opportunities, self-sufficiency and 
protection of critical food habitats are urgently needed in northern communities. 

 
#5: Invest in employment and training opportunities for youth within the profession of landscape 
architecture 
 
The CSLA is committed to “equity in opportunity’’ as a foundation within our membership and the businesses 
and agencies where we work. The pandemic has quickly tightened the opportunities for our recent 
university/college graduates and constrained the provision of important internships that would provide 
training and skill development.  The CSLA encourages the government to provide funding for a diverse 
community of youth seeking valuable new positions and specialized training in landscape architecture and 
related fields.  
 
6: Invest in a Canadian design culture that showcases landscape architectural talents and environmental 
expertise 
 
Professional collaborations and multi-disciplinary advancements can spearhead the success of our climate 
mitigation projects, and innovative place-making going into the future. Promote and invest in Canadian design 
professionals to build capacity for our own “nation-building” expertise. Our professional stature and talents 
are already recognized worldwide. Set a procurement process in place that prioritizes Canadian leadership and 
design services to form a national design expertise. 
 
Resources 
 

o Liveable Communities 
o Nature-Based Solutions by Design 
o Statement on Reconciliation 

 

https://www.csla-aapc.ca/sites/csla-aapc.ca/files/CLSA%20Brochure%20landscape_WEB.pdf
https://www.csla-aapc.ca/sites/csla-aapc.ca/files/NBS%20Paper%20Final%20Draft%20May%2026%202021%20(2).pdf
https://www.csla-aapc.ca/sites/csla-aapc.ca/files/EN%20CSLA%20Statement%20on%20Reconciliation%20.pdf

