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LACF Awards $20,000 in Grants for 2013 

 

The Landscape Architecture Canada Foundation (LACF) is pleased to announce the 
recipients of its 2013 grants in support of research, communication and scholarship. 
“The Foundation is proud to support these exemplary projects that reflect the expanding 
role landscapes play in providing social, ecological and economic benefits to society”, 
said LACF president, Cecelia Paine, FCSLA.  “We look forward to the proponents 
sharing the results of their work through online resources and print publication, thus 
multiplying the impact of each grant.” 

 
The annual grant proposals are adjudicated and awarded by a national jury composed 
of six individuals from public,  and private practice with academic credentials 
representing the Atlantic, Quebec, Ontario, Prairie, British Columbia regions and 
Canada’s north.  

Professional Grant Recipients 

Canada West – Landscape Architecture   Grant Awarded $5,000 
The English Garden & Landscape Heritage on the Canadian Prairies & Coastal BC 1889-1999 

Clive L. Justice, PhD, FCSLA, Landscape Architect, Urban Forester and Historian 
 
Adapted from the author’s PhD thesis, the grant will support the publication of  his work as a  
book geared towards the garden tour audience, garden history, landscape design and art 
students.   It documents how settlers undertook to re-create and develop the Eurocentric garden 
ideas in two very different physical and climatic regions of western North America.  The book 
will compare and contrast through examples the recreated gardens over ten decades.  The 
settlers to these coastal areas and unplowed continental grasslands shared for the most part a 
common European cultural, visual and literary heritage.  Their ornamental gardens were 
centered around the agricultural-arboricultural-horticultural-landscape developed in the British 
Isles. 
 
Awarded the Gunter Schoch Bursary by the Jury for the 2013 Annual Grants Program. 
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Out of Water – Design Solutions for Arid Regions  Grant Awarded $4,000 
Liat Margolis, Assistant Professor, University of Toronto, John H. Daniels Faculty of 
Architecture, Landscape, and Design 
 
The Out of Water- Design Solutions for Arid Regions is a book focused on design issues and 
strategies for water scarcity in arid regions. It is intended to serve as a reference for educational    
instruction and professional practice in landscape, architecture and urban design. It tackles 3 
primary issues: the emergence of efficiency, resilience and multi-functionality in facing scarcity; 
the necessity for a multidisciplinary exchange with experts outside of the design fields (including 
water engineering, agronomy, climatology and policy), in order to have a broader understanding 
of technology and its relation to socioeconomic and geopolitical factors; and the potential for 
design to integrate and reimagine water and sanitation technology and infrastructure in relation 
to human settlement, both rural and urban. The book includes 15 case studies and 10 essays, 
which have been assembled in this volume to discuss and evaluate currently implemented 
solutions with respect to their efficiency and geographic relevance. Through a common set of 
analytical graphics, the book’s format highlights common facets for each case study, while 
extracting key implementation tools. 
 

Urban Livestock: Possibilities for City Food Production Grant Awarded $2,000 
Lorraine Johnson, Author and Editor 

The grant provides seed funding for the book—From Barnyard to Backyard: The Urban 
Livestock Revolution.  The book will explore the questions: What could the raising of animals for 

food mean for Canadian cities? Can animal husbandry be integrated safely, humanely and 
appropriately in the urban context and, if so, what are the implications for urban design and 
planning? Why is our sense of what it means to be urban so threatened by any suggestion of 
urban livestock food production? Is the pervasive resistance to opening up our cities to include 
food animals a protection of the urban ideal or an inherent stifling of its possibilities?  Through 
stories and profiles, this book will explore precedents, examining the ways that some North 
American cities are finding a place for livestock within the urban fabric, changing the city 
landscape from food-poor to food-filled and, in the process, forcing us to question what we want 
our cities to be. 

 

Gladstone Grow Op:  Exploring Landscape + Place  Grant Awarded $2,000 
Victoria Taylor, Landscape Architect and Curator of Gladstone Grow Op 
 
Grow Op: Exploring Landscape + Place will be a four-day event and exhibition to take 
place at Toronto’s Gladstone Hotel from 25-28 April 2013. The exhibition  
will be a highly anticipated and well-attended event on the 2013 calendar of landscape 
architects, designers and artists.  The LACF funds will provide funding for the  
Grow Op 2013 catalogue.  The Grow Op catalogue will exist well beyond the four-day event as 
a record of the event and LACF’s commitment to postulate, question, theorize and explore new 
ideas in landscape design.  It is anticipated that the LACF funds will help leverage funding from 
other arts organizations.  
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Trees for Vancouver Reference Application Software  Grant Awarded $1,000 

Karen England, Douglas Justice, Daniel Mosquin, Steven Clarke an interdisciplinary team 
of educators and authors, with UBC Botanical Gardens 
 
The LACF seed funding awarded is intended to assist in attracting other funding to help realize 
the overall intent of this project.  This software reference bridges the gap between the 
information provided in typical plant books, which describe how trees perform in home gardens 

or nurseries, and the information required by landscape architects who work in varied settings, 
from streetscapes and rooftop patios to habitat restoration sites.  The material is presented in an 
App and is embedded with features that will make the complete, relevant information required 
by landscape architects more easily available than ever before. 

 

Sonic Sculpture Research      Grant Awarded $1,000 

Don Hill, artist, author and broadcaster 
 
With funds from the Edmonton Arts Council, Canada Council and a LACF annual grant in 2011, 
Don investigated the psychoscoustic properties of the carillon bells in Winston Churchill Square, 
downtown Edmonton http://harmonysquare.wordpress.com.  In 2013, the LACF seed funding 
will assist with continued research into ‘sonic crystal’ acoustic sculpture.  Don intends to 
experiment with the ‘sonic crystal’ affect from the perspective of being inside and walking a 
prescribed  pathway through a sound sculpture, he intends on evaluating the qualities of 
different materials applied to various surfaces to determine their effect. 
 

 

Primed Oil Sands       Grant Awarded $2,000 
Fionn Byrne and Kyle Xuekun Yang, Landscape Architectural Consultants 

The LACF seed funding will assist in helping move dialogue on the Canadian oil sands beyond 
bigness, toward smaller scale interventions dealing with quantifiable flows of energy, mass and 
stakeholder demands. To accomplish this task the funding will assist with making accessible to 
the design community and the general public comprehensive and legible information on the 
specifics of the spatial and ecological transformations currently in progress in the territory of the 
Canadian oil sands. Once disseminated, further study and quantifiable design proposals can 
depart from this shared origin, and in so doing the work will advance the role of landscape 
architecture in participating with mitigation and rehabilitation works. Future projects facilitated by 
the material made freely and openly available will have tremendous potential to benefit the local 
ecosystems, communities and invested companies, as well the field of Landscape Architecture. 

 

  

http://harmonysquare.wordpress.com/
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Student Grant Recipients 
 

Exploring Ultraviolet B Radiation in the Landscape Grant Awarded $1,500 
Victoria Cox, Master’s Student, University of Guelph 

This Master’s thesis will consider the world ‐ wide interest in increasing shade in the landscape 
as skin cancer rates increase.  While there is research in North America concentrated in the 
area of shade planting in the spring and summer, less is known about the amounts of ultraviolet 
radiation (UV) that reach the earth’s surface in the winter months. Ultraviolet B (UVB) is the 
chief cause of skin reddening and skin cancer but also the development of Vitamin D. This 
research aims to enhance the design of landscapes through evidence‐based design guidelines 
by examining the required UVB dose for maintaining optimal levels of Vitamin D, whereas 
avoiding the damaging effects of sun over‐exposure.  This project will provide landscape 
architects and other professionals with a computer model they can use as a tool to measure 
how much UVB a person would receive in a given landscape. 
 

In The Shadow of Rain      Grant Awarded $1,500 
Jonathon Epp, Master’s Student, University of Guelph 

This Master’s thesis will explore relationships between water and human adaptation in the 
semiarid landscape of southwestern Saskatchewan. European settlement was imposed on this 
region with little regard for its climatic temperament, in which water availability plays a crucial 
role. Periods of drought are common, and moisture variability is the norm. The rural inhabitants 
of this region have learned to either adapt to unreliable moisture conditions or move on.  The 
South Saskatchewan River Basin represents an economic and domestic lifeline to most of the 
province, and careful management of its resources are vital to the region’s future viability. This 
study will visualize alternative land use futures within the parameters of current climate change 
research and sustainable rural design. Their potential impacts on biophysical and sociocultural 
endpoints will be evaluated against established ecological guidelines, and presented according 

to current communication theory. Expected outcomes are that environmental and human needs 

can be better balanced within this region; however, shifts in institutional priority and public 
perception will be needed to more easily enable land use adaptations.  
 
 
For further information on LACF annual grants, please contact: 

Faye Langmaid, FCSLA, MCIP 
Chair of the LACF Annual Grants Programme 
fayepaul@mnsi.net 

 

For information on the Landscape Architecture Canada Foundation or to make a charitable 
donation, go to www.lacf.ca 

JANUARY 2013 
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