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ASLA PUBLIC POLICY STYLE SHEET 

Introduction 

This style sheet provides a framework for the Policy Committee, in accordance with its charge and responsibility, 
for the writing or editing of new or existing policies in order to ensure consistency in the format, style, and content 
of all policies. 
 
Intent of ASLA policies 

ASLA policies are external documents, adopted by the Board of Trustees, that reflect  a position on specific issues 
from the perspective of the Society and the profession of landscape architecture.  The policies represent the 
Society’s beliefs, values, and visions; collectively they are an important facet of the Society’s public face.  They are 
intended to educate and to contribute to the discussion and consideration of public policies of interest to the 
Society and its members.  The audiences of policies vary, depending upon the context of application.  Generally, 
policies are targeted to public decision makers, such as legislative bodies, executive agencies, boards, and 
commissions, as well as public interest groups, the citizenry, and the press. 
 
The policies serve as a starting point for individual, firm, chapter, or Society action on various issues at the local, 
state, or national level.  Members and chapters are encouraged to quote from and use the policies in legislative 
hearings, public meetings, and in any other place where public policy is an issue.  As such, a policy needs to be 
clear and concise and in a format that is easily understood, reproduced, and passed on to the intended audience. 
 
Criteria for a new policy 

The diverse scope of the landscape architecture profession provides countless opportunities for policy 
development.  The following criteria are available to guide the Policy Committee to identify appropriate options for 
policy making and to help set priorities for committee work. 
 
Nexus with landscape architecture – The most important factor for potential ASLA policies is to determine its nexus 
with landscape architecture.  Is the issue directly related to landscape architecture?  Is it the nexus with landscape 
architecture that will affect a change in policy or practice? 
 
Existing ASLA policies – The existing ASLA policies cover a wide array of issues.  New policies should either cover 
new ground or articulate an area that may overlap with an existing policy, but has its own distinct perspective that 
is important in its own right.  The committee should consider whether an issue can be incorporated into an existing 
policy statement or rationale before developing a stand-alone policy. 
 
Appropriateness – Is an ASLA policy the best way to approach a particular issue?  Is there another way to handle 
the issue (e.g., advocacy alert, position paper, research, media outreach, etc.)?  A policy statement is intended to 
influence public policy; thus, there should be codes/policies that can be influenced by policy. 
 
Format 

Policy Statement – A short statement, approximately 100 words, of the policy.  Each policy begins as follows:  “The 
American Society of Landscape Architects believes (or urges, supports) that...”  Though not intended to, the 
statement should be able to stand by itself, i.e., be able to be used without supporting information. 
 
Rationale – This section elaborates on the policy, providing the basis of the Society’s position, discussion points, 
supporting information, and history of ASLA’s involvement.  All value statements (e.g., ASLA believes…) should be 
reserved for the policy statement, not the rationale.  The combined rationale and statement should be one page 
(10-point type) for ease of reading and copying for distribution. 
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Guidelines 

The following are some parameters for writing or editing a policy, including the policy statement and the rationale: 
 
1. The policies need to educate and persuade; they should be positive in tone and not be preachy. 
2. Policies should have a minimum five-year life (the cycle for review by the Policy Committee) and should be 

timeless.  Avoid references to specific legislation, upcoming events, or other materials that will quickly date a 
policy. 

3. The policies should represent what landscape architects add to the discussion of an issue and not merely 
reflect the position of another group or organization.  They should reflect professional knowledge and 
expertise. 

4. Policies should not be promotional or self-serving, e.g., hire a landscape architect. 
5. Policies do not have action components.  A policy should not commit ASLA to an action; the phrase “ASLA is 

committed to...” should only be used in relation to a specific ASLA program.  A policy should state what ASLA is 
doing about an issue if the policy can be tied into a specific ASLA-funded program. 

6. The word “should” is used when referring to the actions of others; the imperatives “shall” or “must” should 
not be used.  “Will” should be used in referring to the actions of ASLA (see number 5 above). 

7. Policies are intended for a wide variety of audiences; they should avoid jargon or overly technical language. 
8. Policies may be read at public forums – consider how a policy will sound; avoid long sentences that will result 

in breathless presentations. 
9. The rationale should clearly relate to the policy statement and explain why ASLA has taken this stance. 
10. Statistics or information from other organizations should be referenced in the rationale. 
 
References 

The following materials will be most useful as an internal reference for members and staff, and could detract from 
the straightforwardness of a basic policy statement when presented to the general public.  However, when 
preparing  the materials be mindful that they may be used as background material for the press doing a particular 
story or for officials or citizens who may be helping ASLA on a particular issue. 
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