
CALGARY SOLDIERS’ 
MEMORIAL

This project commemorates the wartime efforts and sacrifices of Calgarians and Canadians, 
and is conceived as a celebration of past, present and future contributions in times of conflict. 
Sited as an extension and connection to the pedestrian paths just north of the Bow River, the 
location chosen for the new memorial is visually connected to the Mewata Armoury and acts 
as a destination for both individuals using the park and for large formal processions from the 
Armoury. The Mewata Armoury was and is still the point of departure from which all military 
personnel from Calgary have departed to distant lands to engage in warfare. Connected 
to the adjacent public spaces, like Poppy Plaza and the Peace Bridge, it is also an important 
node along the Bow River and Calgary’s new Memorial Drive Landscape of Memory; a 
landscape gesture spanning 9.5 km that re-honours the original 1922 commemoration of the 
fallen soldiers in World War One. 

The design can be read at two scales; an urban marker as perceived from the vehicular traffic 
along Memorial Drive and as an intimate space for individual and collective reflection. The 
memorial is integrated into a sculptural earthen berm that connects the various pathway levels 
and provides a bound condition for gathering. Massive marble slabs mark the site and provide 
a surface for commemorative inscriptions. Mounted vertically through the balau deck and 
illuminated from below, the stone transforms the monument into a glowing beacon at night. 
Below, a folded weathering steel wall and wood deck define the seating and the spatial extents 
of the new memorial. The weathering steel cladding, revealing and evoking notions of time and 
memory from its patina and material depth, is water-jet cut and inscribed with the dates of 
key military engagements that have defined the culture and history of the military regiments 
that call Calgary home. These inscriptions are back-lit to add to the quality and place-making 

value of the illuminated marble slabs, as well as the illuminated and inscribed motto: “We 
Will Remember Them” that acts as a backdrop to the entire memorial space. As the seasons 
change, the wood and steel contrast with the Bow River and the park landscape’s constantly 
changing colour palette. The vast Alberta sky, the electric blue-greys of the river and the 
greens and brown ochres of the river valley provide dynamic counterpoints to the constancy 
of the monument and the eternity of the sacrifices of the honoured fallen. 

As is of critical importance to commemorative landscape design, the Calgary Soldiers’ 
Memorial entices deep reflection and empathy towards a serious and important subject while 
at the same time offers a place that celebrates each citizen’s everyday rituals, through siting, 
connecting, and a sympathetic materiality.
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