
 

 

 

Ottawa Possible Location of 2017 International Horticultural Exhibition 

 ‘Olympics of Horticulture’ events attract millions of visitors 

International sanctioning body reserves 2017 for Canada 

OTTAWA, ONTARIO, February 20, 2014:  Landscape Ontario, supported by the Canadian Ornamental 
Horticulture Alliance, the Canadian Nursery Landscape Association and the Canadian Society of 
Landscape Architects, confirmed today that it is pursuing the possibility of bringing a sanctioned 
International Horticultural Exhibition, to Ottawa in 2017, Canada’s sesquicentennial year. 

Known as the ‘Olympics of Horticulture’, this type Exhibition, sanctioned by the International Association 
of Horticultural Producers (AIPH), would bring together the Canadian and international horticulture 
industry in an extravaganza of garden and floral wonders to compete and do business while attracting 
millions of visitors and tourists. 

Based on previous editions of similar exhibitions and preliminary analysis for Ontario, it is anticipated 
that Flora Ottawa 2017, operating over a 150-day period, from May 13 to October 9, 2017, and targeting 
to attract 3 million visitors, will host more than 300 meetings, conventions and trade shows attended by 
delegates from the Canadian and international horticultural industry, create over 4,000 jobs and 
generate a combined economic impact of over $500 million.   

The working concept for Flora Ottawa 2017 - International Horticultural Exhibition, contemplates using 
sites along the UNESCO designated Rideau Canal: the proposed Canadensis Botanical Garden site on the 
western shore of Dow’s Lake, the Queen Juliana Park and the new Lansdowne Park with a Flora Plaza, 
akin to an Olympic Plaza, at Marion Dewar Plaza. The Commissioners’ Park, Central Experimental Farm, 
Dominion Arboretum, Garden of the Provinces and other sites within the region could function as 
satellite venues offering various Flora activities and events. 

It is also expected that all Canadian Provinces and Territories as well as 10 U.S. States and over 30 
countries would participate in Flora Ottawa 2017. In the spirit of its theme “Celebrating our Landscape”, 
the exhibition would also embrace the Capital Region community by providing opportunities for 
neighbourhoods, schools, business associations, arts and cultural groups to participate and engage in a 
creative and exciting array of programs and activities. “As the nation’s capital, Ottawa and the National 
Capital Region are uniquely positioned to reflect Canadian culture and identity through natural spaces 
and urban landscapes and host the business world of horticulture,” said Michel-Antoine Renaud, 
Managing Director of the Canadian Ornamental Horticulture Alliance.  

 



 

 

AIPH has accepted Landscape Ontario’s proposal that would see Ottawa becoming the host city of the 
International Horticultural Exhibition in 2017, contingent on approving a final proposal at their spring 
meeting in April, 2014. “Ottawa is a natural horticultural destination by virtue of the National Capital 
Commission’s extensive floral gardens, the internationally known Canadian Tulip Festival, and the work 
underway by Canadensis to establish a botanical garden in the nation’s capital.  We’re very excited to 
invite Canadians and visitors from around the world to enjoy Flora Ottawa 2017 and everything our 
nation’s capital has to offer,” said Tim Kearney of Landscape Ontario.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Flora Ottawa 2017  would entail a broad-based partnership with Landscape Ontario that would include 
the National Capital Commission, Parks Canada, City of Ottawa, Ottawa Tourism, Ottawa Sports and 
Entertainment Group, Canadensis Botanical Garden Society, the Provincial and Federal Governments, 
the Canadian Nursery Landscape Association, and the Canadian Ornamental Horticultural Alliance, all of 
whom have expressed interest in exploring the potential to host the 2017 International Exhibition in the 
nation’s capital.  

Monique Oaks, Chair of the Canadensis Botanical Garden Society, commented, “This prestigious 
international event would not only be a coup for Ottawa but would establish the National Capital Region 
as one of North America’s top garden tourism destinations in one of the fastest growing segments of 
today’s visitor and tourism market.  It would be a legacy worthy of a G20 capital.” 

“The immediate goal of Landscape Ontario is to confirm support for Flora Ottawa from governments and 
private sector partners in the months to come so that implementation of plans for 2017 can commence 
in the fall of 2014,” said Tim Kearney. 
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