
 
 

MEMBER PRACTICE ASSESSMENT ON MITIGATION AND 
ADAPTATION TO A CHANGING CLIMATE 
SUMMARY REPORT ON FINDINGS  
Background 

The Canadian Society of Landscape Architects (CSLA) (www.csla-aapc.ca) is the voice of the profession in Canada and an advocate 
for its members on issues such as urban renewal, sustainable development and cultural heritage. Landscape architects promote a 
multi-disciplinary and collaborative approach to the creation of meaningful, enjoyable human environments, and to the sustainability 
of natural ecosystems and special places. Combining art with science, the profession provides insight and creative design to 
development and planning processes, responding to the needs of society, promoting respect for the values of the broader landscape, 
and minimizing impacts to natural systems.  
 
Since the work of landscape architects embraces change, the profession is uniquely positioned to provide leadership in planning for 
and adapting to the stresses of a changing climate.  
 
The CSLA is committed to providing assistance to its members, and to other professions, levels of government and Canadian 
business and communities, to enhance their understanding of the contributing factors that have created planetary climate change, 
to promote opportunities to mitigate ongoing contributions that will accelerate deterioration in global climates, and to advance 
instruments and tools that will assist in preparatory and adaptive planning for environmental change. 
 
(The CSLA Position Paper on Climate Change can be found here:  http://www.csla-aapc.ca/sites/csla-
aapc.ca/files/Advocacy/CSLA%20Position%20Paper%20Climate%20Change%20FINAL%20en.pdf) 

The Survey 

In May, 2014, the program of the CSLA Congress in Ottawa focused on climates, adaptations and landscapes. Congress delegates 
explored how landscape architects could be leaders in climate conscious planning and design. Later that year the CSLA Board 
approved the establishment of the Climate Change Adaptation Task Force. The primary objective of the Task Force was advancing 
leadership and innovation in this important field. Working in partnership with the Interdisciplinary Centre for Climate Change at the 
University of Waterloo, the CSLA Task Force is leading efforts to establish a collaborative dialogue on climate change mitigation and 
adaptation among the professions in Canada. 
 
In the summer of 2015, the CSLA notified Members that a Survey Monkey tool had been developed in both official languages to 
assess their interest, knowledge level, and needs related to planning and design for adaptation to climate change.  Members were 
informed that participation in the survey was voluntary and that personal information, and information that could identify 
respondents had been deliberately excluded.   
 
Over the allotted time period, 192 Members completed the survey, representing approximately a 10% response rate of the 
membership, not unexpected for a voluntary survey on a topic with which many members may not claim a high level of interest.  
There were few areas where any significant difference was noted between the responses of French and English respondents. 

Summary of Findings 

o The majority of respondents to the survey (+90%) were Members of the CSLA. While most practiced in a landscape 
architecture firm, a significant percentage practiced in multi-disciplinary firms, in local government or in academia.   

 
o Most respondents were either established in their careers (having begun their practice between 1970 and 1989), or were 

relatively new to the field, (having entered the profession in the years following 2000).  There was a significant dip in 
participation among Members who entered practice in the 1990s.  A significant proportion of the responders are also 
members of the Canadian Institute of Planners.  
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o The highest numbers of respondents self-identified as 
being based in Ontario and Quebec (not unexpected given 
the geographic distribution of CSLA Members).  However 
representation of the other regions of Canada (West, 
Prairies, North, East) appeared proportional without any 
noticeable exceptions. 

 
o While the majority of respondents (+80%) identified 

urban planning and design as being their highest area of 
interest, professional interests ranged broadly.   

 
o In general, respondents strongly agreed with the base 

concepts of anthropogenic global climate change theory, 
but there was less confidence expressed in their personal 
capacity to effect a response to these threats in their own practice, and lower confidence still in the comprehensiveness of 
their own knowledge bases on the subject.  Even more interesting, there was a small cadre of respondents who could clearly 
fall into the category of ‘climate change denier’.  

 
o Respondents indicated their agreement that most of the changes to the environment identified as being the result of a 

changing climate were important to their practice.  Those considered least applicable were sea level rise, ocean acidification, 
and thawing permafrost, but this can largely be attributed to the regional applicability of those factors. 

 
o A significant proportion of respondents skipped the questions that asked them to identify their sources for information on 

climate change, Those who answered these questions indicated a wide array of sources for information, however the media 
(e.g., news, documentaries) rated as one of the highest categories selected.   

 
o Most respondents considered that their knowledge of the science on climate change and its effects on their practice needed 

improvement.  In considering which topics were of most interest, there was widespread agreement across the list provided, 
with the exceptions of sea level rise and storm surge, which likely is due to the same regional applicability noted above. 

 
o Interesting to note was the level of interest in more information on green infrastructure, which exceeded the interest 

expressed in information on green roofs, showing a broader demand in general for similar concepts that may provide greater 
and more variable application.  Respondents were less interested in information on mitigation measures reflecting the use 
of fossil fuels in heating, cooling and transportation.   

 
o The preferred methods (in order of preference) for the delivery of additional information and training services were web-

based services, local training sessions and national of regional training. 
 

o 60% of respondents were positive about partnering with academia to advance research.   
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