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CSLA 2012 Annual General Meeting 
Saturday, September 15th, 2012 at 12:30 p.m. 

Westin Nova Scotian, Halifax, Nova Scotia 
 

Minutes 
 
1. Call to Order  
CSLA President, Liane McKenna, called the seventy-eighth Annual General Meeting of the Canadian Society of 
Landscape Architects to order. 
 
2. Welcome and Introductions 
The President introduced members of the CSLA Board of Directors and the Executive Director, Michelle 
Legault. 
 
3. Establishment of Quorum 
The Executive Director confirmed that a quorum was established.  In accordance to the CSLA Bylaws, a quorum 
is constituted by 100 voting members present in person or by proxy.  
 
4. Notice of meeting 
The Executive Director confirmed that the notice of the meeting was sent out in accordance with the CSLA 
Bylaws. 
 
5. Approval of Agenda 
Liane McKenna noted that Tom Tavella, ASLA and Dennis Bryers, CLARB, were available to give presentations 
at the meeting. It was agreed to add these items to the agenda. 
 
MOTION 2012-1: Moved by Glenn O’Connor and seconded by Pawel Gradowski that the modified agenda 
for the CSLA Annual General Meeting be approved. Motion unanimously approved.  
 
6. Approval of 2011 AGM Minutes 
MOTION 2012-2: Moved Linda Irvine and seconded by Vincent Dumais that the minutes of the 2011 CSLA 
Annual General Meeting be approved”. Motion unanimously approved.  
 
7. President’s Report 
The President, Liane McKenna, presented a report outlining some of the accomplishments of the past year as 
presented in the 2011 Annual Report. She acknowledged the work of Elizabeth and Kip Sharpe in assisting the 
CSLA during Paulette Vinette’s medical leave, and described the process of hiring Michelle Legault as the 
permanent Executive Director. Ms. McKenna acknowledged the work of the members of the board of the 
CSLA, indicating that their teamwork resulted in the approval of the CSLA Strategic Plan 2012-14. She 
indicated that the governance review, the Congress and the involvement with the President’s Council had all 
been important during her tenure as president. 
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MOTION 2012-3: Moved by Jill Robertson and seconded by Pawel Gradowski that the President’s Report 
be received as presented. Motion unanimously carried. 
 
8.  Executive Director’s Report  
The Executive Director, Michelle Legault, described some of the work undertaken in the past 6 months of her 
employment, noting that she was especially interested in developing systems for the CSLA – systems which 
would help the CSLA efficiently achieve its mandate and its goals. In addition to the task of transitioning the 
CSLA office from southern Ontario to Ottawa, Ms. Legault noted that an important archiving project for the 
CSLA had been completed, as well as a web site overhaul, re-instating the CSLA’s regular communications 
initiatives, working on a member survey, supporting APALA in the Congress planning and working with legal 
counsel in obtaining a certificate of continuance for the CSLA. 
 
9. CSLA By-law Review According to the NFP Act 
The Executive Director, Ms. Legault, explained the process of obtaining a certificate of continuance from 
Corporations Canada to ensure the continuation of the CSLA as a non-profit organization under the protection 
of the new Non-Profit Organizations Act. She indicated that the CSLA must obtain a certificate of continuance 
and submit revised by-laws by October 2014, or it will be considered dissolved. To this end, Ms. Legault worked 
with a lawyer to prepare a certificate of continuance which can be signed with the approval of a motion from 
the members. Once the certificate of continuance is submitted to Corporations Canada, the CSLA will, over the 
following year, prepare revised by-laws for approval by the members at the 2013 Annual General Meeting. To a 
question by Jean Landry, Ms. Legault explained some of the differences between the old and the new Non-
Profit Organizations Act. 
 
MOTION 2012-4: Moved by Cary Vollick and seconded by Chantal DeMenezes, that WHEREAS the 
Corporation was incorporated under Part II of the Canada Corporations Act by Letters Patent dated the 
25th day of October, 1956; and AND WHEREAS it is considered to be in the best interests of the 
Corporation that it be continued under the Canada Not-for-Profit Corporations Act (NFP Act) pursuant 
to section 297 of the NFP Act; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
a) The directors of the Corporation are authorized and directed to make an application under section 
297 of the NFP Act to the Director appointed under the NFP Act for a Certificate of Continuance of the 
Corporation; 
b) The Articles of Continuance (transition) of the Corporation, which have been submitted to this 
meeting and are annexed to these minutes as Schedule A, are approved; 
 
c) The general operating by-law of the Corporation (as amended) is repealed effective on the date 
that the corporation continues under the NFP Act and the new general operating by-law No.1 which has 
been submitted to this meeting and is annexed to these minutes as Schedule B is approved and will be 
effective on the same date. 
d) The directors are authorized to take all such actions and execute and deliver all such 
documentation, including the annexed Articles of Continuance (transition), the notice of registered 
office and of directors in the forms fixed by the Director, which are necessary or desirable for the 
implementation of this resolution. 
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Motion unanimously approved. 
 
10. Financial Report 
Arnis Budrevics, the Chair of the CSLA Finance Committee, presented the 2011 Audited Financial Statement. 
 
MOTION 2012-4: Moved by Cameron DeLong and seconded by Joanne Moran, to approve the CSLA 
Audited Financial Statement for the period ending 31.12.2011. Motion unanimously approved. 
 
MOTION 2012-5: Moved by Jill Robertson and Seconded by Serge Poitras, that Welch LLP be appointed 
as CSLA auditors for 2012. Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Mr. Budrevics then reviewed the 2012 budget, indicating that the CSLA was in a sound position at this point in 
its fiscal year. He also described the amounts in the reserve fund and the unallocated net asset accounts, and, 
following questions by members Don Hester Cary Vollick, how these funds were used by the CSLA. Mr. 
Budrevics then presented the 2013 budget approved by the CSLA Board of Directors and indicated that there 
would not be a dues increase for 2013. Members expressed the desire to ensure that the CSLA was making the 
best use of its assets and maximizing the effectiveness of the budget. Eha Naylor requested that, in the 
following budget presentations, the CSLA provide benchmarks for its financial situation in comparison with 
other organizations of the same type and budget. 
 
MOTION 2012-6: Moved by Glenn O’Connor and seconded by Cary Vollick, that the CSLA Executive 
Committee present a 3-year projected budget, which responds to the strategies set out in the CSLA’s 
Strategic Plan 2012-14, to the members of the CSLA. Motion unanimously approved. 
 
11. CSLA President’s Closing Remarks 
Liane McKenna noted that the CSLA has been in existence since 1934 and that she looked forward to 
celebrating the 80th anniversary in 2014. She emphasized that we have a mission supported by values, well-
articulated in the strategic plan, to guide us in the future. Reaching out to students, our ability to advocate 
through the media, the awards of excellence – which allow us to speak about who we are and what we do – our 
collaboration with IFLA – all issues for which the CSLA is accountable to its members. Ms. McKenna indicated 
that we are always looking for volunteers to help the CSLA achieve its goals, and encouraged members to 
promote landscape architecture in everything they do. 
 
12. CSLA President-Elect Report 
Claude Potvin thanked Ms. McKenna for her support, her friendship and noted that he felt at ease in his new 
role as president because of Liane’s continued mentorship. Mr. Potvin asked members to provide feedback to 
the CSLA through the member survey and emphasized the need for the CSLA to adapt its governance to 
increase accountability and transparency. He noted that the pillars of his presidency would be 1. Advocacy, 2. 
Communications, and 3. Reinforcing our relationship with the component associations. 
 
13. Announcement of CSLA Election and Introduction of new CSLA President-Elect 
Liane McKenna announced that the new President Elect is Peter Briggs.  
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14. Reciprocity Agreement 
Liane McKenna explained that the CSLA obtained a legal review on the current version of the Draft Reciprocity 
Agreement and that the legal review was positive. She indicated that the CSLA would add finishing editorial 
touches on the document this Fall and would forward it to the components for signature when it is finalized. 
She also noted that there would be a celebration and ceremonial signing of the agreement at the 2013 
Congress in July. 
 
15. Strategic Plan: Report Card 
Michelle Legault reviewed the actions set out in the Strategic Plan for 2012 and provided an update for each 
item, namely, that 1. the role of the Executive Director was currently being analyzed and an understanding of 
the CSLA’s needs in that area would be finalized by early 2013, 2. the Governance Task Force completed many 
preliminary discussions about the scope of their work and issued a member survey currently under way, and 3. 
the Program and Activity Review Committee undertook an analysis of the CSLA’s Programs and activities, the 
results of which fed the 2013 budgeting process.  
 
16. New/Other Business 
No other new business was discussed. 
 
17. CSLA Future Congresses 
Ms. McKenna invited Trevor Tumach, President of the Saskatchewan Association of Landscape Architects, to 
speak about the 2013 CSLA Congress, which will be held in Regina, from July 10-14, 2013 at the Hotel 
Saskatchewan. Mr. Tumach presented Nathalie Walliser, who would chair the Congress, and encouraged 
members to regularly visit the 2013 Congress page of the CSLA website. 
 
Ms. McKenna then indicated that the 2014 Congress, which coincided with the CSLA’s 80th anniversary, would 
either be held in conjunction with the 2014 BC Land Summit in Vancouver, or in Ottawa. For 2015, members are 
currently evaluating the possibility of holding the event in Mexico City. The 2016 Congress spot is currently 
open and the 2017 Congress will be held in Montreal, in conjunction with the IFLA Congress. 
 
18. Tom Tavella, ASLA President-Elect 
Tom Tavella, ASLA President-Elect, presented the ASLA’s activities and priorities. He noted that licensure 
advocacy could not be more important to the profession and that ASLA is committed to working with our 
chapters and partnering to defend licensure wherever it is challenged. He also indicated that the use of PLA by 
landscape architects is a tremendous advancement to reduce confusion in the marketplace and bring 
recognition to the profession. He reported that the Banking On Green: A Look at How Green Infrastructure Can 
Save Municipalities Money and Provide Economic Benefits Community-wide report, authored by ASLA, 
American Rivers, the Water Environment Federation, and ECONorthwest, examines the cost benefits and 
other savings associated with employing green infrastructure techniques over grey solutions. ASLA has also 
been invited to participate in the upcoming White House Conference on Municipal Stormwater Infrastructure: 
Going From Grey to Green, where the heads of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the White House 
Council on Environmental Quality will convene with other leaders in the stormwater industry to examine 
strategies to encourage wider implementation of green infrastructure measures in managing municipal 
stormwater. ASLA has also been taking a close look at the scope of accreditation for landscape architecture 
programs.  Along with licensure and advocacy, public awareness remains as a top priority for ASLA. Increasing 
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overall public awareness of the important work that landscape architects do will also help support licensing 
laws. The ASLA website “Designing Our Future:  Sustainable Landscapes” serves the double purpose of 
educating the public about sustainability in their communities and introducing landscape architects as the 
Experts pro tackle critical environmental issues—all of which relate directly to the public health, safety, and 
welfare. 
 
19. Dennis Bryers, CLARB President 
Dennis Bryers, CLARB President, expressed that he appreciates and values the candid, supportive relationship 
that exists between CSLA, the Components and CLARB. He noted that these organizations share many of the 
same goals with the profession and especially with respect to promoting public welfare or well-being through 
the practice of landscape architecture. CLARB’s core purpose is to provide uniform standards of competency to 
practice landscape architecture. Their core services are: to develop and administer a uniform, scientifically 
based examination of minimal standards to protect the public’s health, safety and well-being.  This is the 
“L.A.R.E.”, to provide a Professional Records Management system to facilitate mobility in the profession.  This 
is the “Council Record”, and to provide support for regulatory boards to ensure effective and efficient 
regulation in the public interest. CLARB’s Strategic Goal is to become more globally relevant in service to the 
needs of the public and the profession worldwide. Mr. Bryers then described CLARB’s strategic initiatives, as: 
fostering a dialogue on global standards in partnership with IFLA and interested countries, exploring pilot 
projects to administer the L.A.R.E. in Mexico and China and having a better understanding of the definable 
impacts of landscape architecture on public well-being and to work to increase regulatory relevance through 
their codification and refinement. 
 
20. Adjournment 
MOTION AGM 2012-7: Moved by Pavel Gradowski and seconded by Jane Durante, that that the 2012 
Annual General meeting of the CSLA be adjourned. Motion unanimously approved. 
 


