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DRAFT 

 
Copies of the CSLA 2007 Annual Report, 2008 Approved Budget and the AGM agenda were provided for participants and 
it was noted that CSLA should provide a minimum of 100 copies of the Annual report for the 2009 AGM. 
 
1. Call to Order  
CSLA President, Myke Hodgins called the seventy -fourth Annual General Meeting of the Canadian Society of Landscape 
Architects to order. 
 
2. Welcome and Introductions 
The President introduced members of the CSLA Board of Directors.  He introduced CSLA’s guests Perry Howard, 
President of ASLA and Nancy Somerville, EVP of ASLA. 
 
3. Establishment of Quorum 
The Executive Director verified that a quorum was established with 68 voting members present and 74 voting members 
represented by proxy.  In accordance to the CSLA Bylaws, a quorum is constituted by 100 voting members present in 
person or by proxy.  
 
4. Notice of meeting 
The Executive Director confirmed that the notice of the meeting was sent out in accordance to the CSLA Bylaws. 
 
5. Approval of 2007 AGM Minutes 
 
MOTION AGM 2008-1 
Moved by Glen Harrington and seconded by Jean Francois Rolland “that the Minutes of the 2007 Annual General 
Meeting of the CSLA / AAPC be approved as submitted.” 
Motion carried 
 
6. President’s Report 
The President presented a report outlining some of the accomplishments of the past year including revisions to the design 
of Landscapes- Paysages and the CSLA website and the development of the new Landmark Award. 
He stated that the meeting this year of Component Presidents was a very valuable exercise in discussing strategies to help 
CSLA deliver programs.  
Hodgins also reported on the creation of the poster contest to celebrate LA Month. This will provide a tool for everyone to 
use to highlight and publicize the profession. The poster will be made available both electronically and in hard copy. 
Hodgins spoke of the need for new LA programs at universities across Canada. He noted that APALA is working with 
Dalhousie University to develop a program there. 
Hodgins observed that the CSLA needs to generate revenue from sources other than membership dues. This is actively 
being pursued by the Revenue Generation committee. 
 
Hodgins extended his thanks to Sears and to the Board and the many volunteers for their support and assistance. 
 

7.  Executive Director’s Report  
The Executive Director outlined activities within CSLA programs including CSLA Congress 2007, CSLA Awards of 
Excellence, CSLA Communications and Accreditation.   She noted that CSLA reviewed and updated the Strategic Plan in 
2007 and identified five priorities: Governance & administration; communications; growth of the profession and advocacy. 
Several committees were formed and these committees are now working to achieve the goals outlined in the plan. 
 
The CSLA Awards of Excellence saw increases in submissions from 37 to 80 in 2007. The program, under the direction of 
Alan Tate, is running smoothly and CSLA has worked with a committee to increase media exposure through an 
augmented campaign. 
The new CSLA Accreditation Task Force, Co-Chaired by Linda Irvine and Carol Craig, is working on reviewing its 
mandate and updating the Accreditation standards. The Executive Director extended thanks to Ron Middleton for his 
excellent management of the program in recent years. 



 
 
The Executive Director noted that CSLA is in a strong and stable financial position with a Reserve fund that exceeds the 
requirements established by the committee in 2001.  Programs are all running well and CSLA has the capacity for growth 
and constantly improved and evolving services to its members. 

 
8. 2006 Audited Financial Statements and Appointment of Auditor for 2008 
The 2007 audited financial statements and the 2008 CSLA Budget were presented by the Executive Director. 
 
Discussion 

• It was noted by some members that the CSLA had agreed to make Financial statements available to members 
prior to the AGM. The Executive Director responded that due to the timing of the AGM, the Financial statements 
were received only 4 days prior to the meeting.  It was noted that it will be possible to make the statements 
available well in advance of the AGM in 2009. 

 
This is the part of the meeting in which my notes are unclear as I was reporting. I had asked that the minutes for this part 
be taken by a board member so these should be added here, please. 
 
MOTION AGM 2008-2 
Moved by Glen Harrington and seconded by Jim Vafiades “that the CSLA 2007 Financial Statements and the 2008 
Approved budget have been received by the membership.”   
Motion carried; 1 abstention 
 
 
MOTION AGM 2008-3 
Moved by Glen Harrington and seconded by Arnie Thiessen “that the CSLA Members appoint Welch and Co. as 
CSLA Auditor for 2008.” 
Motion carried 
  
9.  ASLA President 
Perry Howard, ASLA President, thanked the CSLA for the invitation to attend the CSLA AGM and Awards of Excellence 
presentation and noted the strong link between CSLA and ASLA.   
 
He presented a brief report outlining ASLA’s activities and areas of focus.  Howard noted that ASLA now has 49 staff and 
18,200 members. He invited all CSLA members to attend the ASLA Annual meeting, to be held in Philadelphia, Oct. 3 to 7, 
2008. 
 
Continuing education (CE) is a main area of focus and a Task Force, in which CSLA is participating, is seeking to establish 
the methodology whereby CE credits and programs are reviewed.  The goal is to make CE credits more accessible to 
ASLA and CSLA members. 
 
 
Howard noted that ASLA 

• Has embarked on a major media campaign to increase exposure for the professions;  
• Recently updated their website;  
• Is actively organizing events for World LA month in April; 
• Held Lobby Day in February at which over 120 members met with Congress representatives; 
• Has increased circulation for LA magazine 

  
10.  CSLA President’s Closing remarks / Introduction of incoming CSLA President 
Myke Hodgins introduced Cathy Sears as incoming CSLA President and thanked her for her support through out the year.  
He also thanked the membership for allowing him to be President and thanked the Board of Directors for their support and 
assistance. 
 
11.  President-Elect’s Report 
Sears expressed her thanks to Hodgins and noted that he & Fran Pauzé had provided a snapshot of the accomplishments 
of the past year. Sears said that she believes there is lots of work ahead and the recent meeting with the Component 
Presidents will permit the CSLA to finalize the 3 year Strategic Plan and move ahead with some of the goals. This plan will 
act as a road map and she will work with Excom to develop the work plan as an order of business during her term. The 



 
plan will also serve to strengthen relationships with our component organizations and better connect with our members to 
ensure benefits of collaboration can be leveraged and collectively supporting.  
 
She reported that she believes the other areas of focus for the CSLA need to be on leadership in particular, areas related 
to visioning and innovation of the profession, strategic investment and collaboration, education and technology, 
communication and participation.      
    
She noted there may be a disconnect between members and the CSLA and the CSLA needs to close this gap so that we 
can start working together for our future.  It has been suggested that perhaps members should for example get involved in 
such things as approving budgets, but she believes the better input from members and components is in response to 
information and defining the work of CSLA as it relates to the strategic direction of the organization, its activities and 
goals. 
  
Sears concluded that the CSLA needs to continue to grow, it is time for the CSLA to put our efforts, energies and 
resources where we can realize value for the members and for the future of the profession.   
 
12.  Announcement of CSLA Election and Introduction of CSLA President Elect 
Sears introduced Linda Irvine as incoming President elect. 
 
13. Other Business/ Discussion 

• McLachlan applauded the efforts to talk to students. CSLA needs a direct voice with students, 
• Moore noted that the College of Fellows is working on a project to celebrate the 75th anniversary and that this has 

been approved by them.  He encourages all CSLA members to participate, 
• Paine noted the legacy work that the LACF is pursuing.  She reported that LACF provided funds to Ron Williams 

for his upcoming book on landscape architecture in Canada.  
 
14. CSLA Congress 2009 
Arnis Budrevics reported that OALA will be hosting CSLA Congress 2009 in Toronto, June 4 to 6 of next year.  He stated 
that events will be held at the Westin Harbour Castle.  Information for the Congress and the trade show will be available 
soon. 
 
15. Adjournment 
MOTION AGM 2008-4 
Moved by Jim Floyd “that the 2008 Annual General meeting of the CSLA is adjourned.” 
 
 


