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Annual General Meeting 

Of the  
Canadian Society of Landscape Architects 

 
June 15, 2006 

 
Minutes 

 
Copies of the CSLA 2005 Annual report, financial report and the agenda were provided for all 
participants. 
 
1. Call to Order  
CSLA President Richard Moore called the seventy second Annual General Meeting of the Canadian 
Society of Landscape Architects to order. 
 
2. Welcome and Introductions 
The President introduced members of the CSLA Board of Directors and noted that the member 
representing NuALA, Chris Grosset was unable to attend.  As well he introduced special guests the 
President of ASLA, Dennis Carmichael and EVP Nancy Somerville. 
 
3. Establishment of Quorum 
The Executive Director confirmed that a quorum had been achieved with 35 persons present and 90 
persons represented by proxy.  Quorum was established in the new CSLA Bylaws as being 100. 
 
4. Notice of meeting 
The Executive Director confirmed that the notice of the meeting was sent out on in compliance with 
the CSLA Bylaws. 
 
5. Approval of 2005AGM Minutes 
MOTION AGM 2006-1 
Moved by Gunter Schoch and seconded by Linda Irvine’ that the Minutes of the 2005 AGM 
are approved as submitted.” 
Motion carried 
 
6. President’s Report 
The President presented a report outlining some of the accomplishments of the past year. 
He spoke of the Growth Strategy initiative and stated that the profession is strong.  Moore stated 
that it is important to raise the profile of the profession by improving communications.  It is essential 
that members contribute actively to ensure the future. Moore spoke of the article he contributed to 
Landscapes Paysages describing his vision for CSLA.  
 
Landscape architecture in my view has never been stronger and more respected in our country, 
but this success will be short lived unless individual landscape architects start giving more back to 
the profession. 
 
The demand for landscape architects has been increasing steadily over the past 35 years. Our 
roles are expanding, individuals and firms have generally prospered and it has been a good cycle 
for our profession.  We will always want (and often deserve) more respect, we would like to be 
valued more and make more money. I am convinced that LA's will always complain that the CSLA 
does not do enough to raise our profile, should communicate better and provide greater value for 
the dues paid. 
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7.  Executive Director’s Report  
The Executive Director presented a brief report outlining activities within CSLA Programs including 
CSLA Awards of Excellence, CSLA Communications including the website and Landscapes 
Paysages, and Accreditation.  As reported in the 2005 Annual report, she noted that these 
programs are increasingly stable and are used effectively to communicate both with members and 
the public. 
 
Pauzé stated that the CSLA is working to strengthen links with allied professions and has 
collaborated actively in the organization of Super Saturday with the RAIC and CIP. 
 
8. 2005 Financial Statements and Appointment of Auditor for 2006 
The 2005 Financial statements were presented and reviewed by the Executive Director. 
 
MOTION AGM 2006-2 
Moved by Faye Langmaid and seconded by Pavel Gradowski “that the CSLA 2005 Financial 
Statements have been received by the membership.”  
Motion carried 
 
MOTION AGM 2006-3 
Moved by Myke Hodgins and seconded by Pavel Gradowski” that the CSLA appoints Welch 
and Co. as Auditor for 2006.” 
Motion carried 
  
Members sought clarification as to the accounting procedures for the CSLA reserve Fund.  This was 
duly noted and the Executive Director confirmed that the procedure will be reviewed with the auditor 
to ensure clarity and accountability. 
 
9.  ASLA President 
Dennis Carmichael presented a report providing various ASLA statistics:  
16,500 members 
6% growth rate 
95% retention rate 
$40,000 starting salaries 
6,000,000 hits per month on our website 
550 award submissions 
300 listings on job link 
$100,000 raised for the fellows scholarship. 
 
He noted that like CSLA the Growth of the profession is a major concern.  
 
10.  CSLA President’s Closing remarks / Introduction of incoming CSLA President 
Moore expressed the hope that CSLA membership will double in the next ten years, that  
Canada will develop four additional undergraduate landscape architecture programs, and that 
students will be welcomed as CSLA members.  He stated that his year as President has been a 
rewarding and informative experience. 
 
Moore introduced Sara Gruetzner as incoming CSLA President. 
 
11.  President-elect’s Report 
Gruetzner described her vision for CSLA in the coming year. She noted that members expect 
change but that she believes it is important to maintain status quo. Providing continuity is 
important.   
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The CSLA Strategic plan will be revised to pursue priorities identified by members and Gruetzner 
hopes to develop ways for the membership to be more actively involved with CSLA. 
She thanked the LACF for the funds provided to enable CSLA to engage an independent 
consultant to conduct the Growth Strategy survey.  
Gruetzner noted that the CSLA will continue to strive to increase the dialogue both with LA 
students and with the university programs. 
 
She thanked Dennis Carmichael and Nancy Somerville for their contribution to the CSLA Board 
meeting and noted interesting comparisons and similarities between the two organizations. 
Although CSLA’s membership and resources are substantially smaller that ASLA’s, CSLA has 
similar challenges: growth of the profession and communications. 
  
Further Gruetzner stated that CSLA will continue to work on developing the Urban Agenda.  
Working with CSLA Representative (and IFLA presidential candidate) Jim Taylor, she plans to 
strengthen ties with IFLA. 
 
12.  Announcement of CSLA Election and Introduction of CSLA President Elect 
Gruetzner announced that Myke Hodgins received the majority of votes in the CSLA 2006 election 
and is therefore the incoming CSLA President-elect. 
 
13. Adjournment 
 
MOTION AGM 2006-4 
Moved by Louis Beaupré “that the 2006 Annual General meeting of the CSLA is adjourned.” 


