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Annual General Meeting 

August 18, 2005 
Minutes 

 
1. Call to Order  
CSLA President Jim Paterson called the seventy first Annual General Meeting of the Canadian Society 
of Landscape Architects to order. 
 
2. Welcome and Introductions 
The President introduced members of the CSLA Board of Governors and noted that the members 
representing NLALA, Bob Halfyard, and NuALA, Richard Wyma were unable to attend. As well he 
introduced special guests the President of ASLA, Patrick Miller, and Wayne Amundsen, of Association 
Expertise, the consultant who has been working with the CSLA Board to draft the proposed Bylaws. 
 
3. Establishment of Quorum 
The Executive Director affirmed that a quorum had been achieved with 48 persons present and 104 
persons represented by proxy. 
 
4. Notice of meeting 
The Executive Director confirmed that the notice of the meeting was sent out on in compliance with the 
CSLA Bylaws. 
 
5. CSLA Proposed Bylaws 
Cathy Sears explained that new Bylaws were needed to give a description of governance and outline 
clear establishment of duties and responsibilities.  The previous Bylaws were no longer in compliance 
with pending new regulations from Industry Canada.  As well, clarification of roles of board members 
and staff was needed. 
 
She noted that upon approval by the CSLA Board in May 2005, the Bylaws were sent for a legal review 
to ensure compliance.  Sears provided an overview of the information strategy leading up to the AGM: 
 
CSLA members were informed of the need for new Bylaws and were encouraged to ask questions in 
this regard through three electronic communications Bulletins.  As well, a complete information package 
was mailed to all CSLA members in French and English in June.  All queries were responded to in detail 
and the July Bulletin contained these responses to questions. 
 
Sears introduced members of the Governance committee:  Liane McKenna, Richard Wyma, Fran Pauzé 
and Sears as Chair.  Sears then provided background information on of Wayne Amundsen, the 
consultant engaged to work with the Task Force to create the new Bylaws.   
 
Amundsen described the process for adoption of the new Bylaws and noted that should substantive 
changes be required, the Board would have to resubmit these revised bylaws to the membership at the 
2006 AGM, as those members who had provided proxy votes were not present and thus were unable to 
vote on the proposed revisions.  Minor changes to wording can be made and approved at this AGM. 
 
 
Discussion 
• Wording in Section 1.1 .2 is unclear; definition of Affiliate is requested. 
• Amundsen stated that the definitions section was intended to indicate a word to be used through out 

the document. Wording is intended to be flexible 
• Concern regarding the difference between “involved in” and “involved with” in Section 4.1 
• Definition implies that the focus of affiliate is not specific to region or territory 
• Section 3.5.1 reference to “regular” members as a category needs clarification and consistency in 

the use of “full “ and “regular” as they apply to membership 
• Section 5.1.1 needs direction as to how the affiliate members would be recognised 
• Ambiguity in category of affiliate- any differences must be clearly articulated 
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• Use of CSLA after member’s name should be limited to landscape architects and not be used by 
affiliates 

• Amundsen noted that many of these details would be addressed in the individual agreements 
created by the CSLA Board of Directors with each prospective affiliate  

 
The following specific changes were agreed upon.  These amendments will be incorporated into the 
proposed Bylaws. 
 
Section 1.1.2 “Affiliate” means an association involved WITH landscape architect recognized by the 
Society 
Section 3.1.1 Subject to the approval… granted to a representative of a provincial, regional or 
TERRITORIAL group… Society. 
 
Amendment to the Motion 
Moved by Sears and seconded by Gunter Schoch “that the Proposed Bylaws be amended as 
noted above.” 
Motion carried 
 
MOTION 2005-1 
Moved by Sears and seconded by Schoch “that the CSLA hereby ratifies the proposed bylaws as 
approved by the CSLA Board of Governors and as circulated to the members.” 
Motion carried 
3 opposed, 2 abstentions 
 
6. Approval of Minutes from the 2004 AGM  
 
MOTION 2005-2 
Moved by Alex Budrevics and seconded by Cynthia Cohlmeyer “that the Minutes of the 2004 
AGM are approved as submitted.” 
Motion carried 
 
7. President’s Report 
The President, Jim Paterson commended Cathy Sears for the excellent work that she has put into the 
new Bylaws.  
As well, he thanked Executive Director Pauzé for her efforts and noted that she had improved the 
presentation of financial information as well as the communication to members. 
He thanked the Communications committee for the work in creating the new CSLA stationery, logo, 
banner and Power Point presentation as well as the upcoming new CSLA website. 
Paterson expressed appreciation to Editor in Chief Judy Lord, Pauzé and the CSLA Editorial Board 
chaired by Don Hester for the improvements to and the greater stability of Landscapes-Paysages. 
 
In addition Paterson expressed his appreciation to: 
• Cornelia Oberlander for representing CSLA at the World Urban Forum in Barcelona, and  
• Patrick Miller, President of ASLA for the continued support and developing relationship with ASLA, 
• Cecelia Paine for her efforts for the LABOK study, and 
• Bob Brown and Ted McLachlan for their efforts in improving communications and creating an 

alliance with the academics in Landscape Architectural Programs and the CSLA. 
 
Paterson spoke of the many individuals within the private and public sectors as well as within academia 
that remain dedicated to the advancement of our profession. He acknowledged the tremendous effort of 
the CSLA Board of Directors in 2004 and expressed confidence that incoming President, Rick Moore 
and President-Elect Sara Gruetzner will continue to lead the CSLA forward in the coming year. 
 
8. Executive Director’s Report 
The Executive Director presented a report outlining some of the achievements of the past year. 
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In particular she spoke of the development of new CSLA communications material: the brochure, 
banner, Power Point template and stationery; the advances made by Landscapes- Paysages and the 
growth of the CSLA Awards of Excellence programme. 
She thanked Jim Paterson for his guidance, and expressed confidence that the CSLA would continue to 
grow and successfully pursue its mandate as the voice of landscape architects in Canada. 
 
9. Financial Report 
The Executive Director presented the financial statements for 2004. She indicated that the CSLA ended 
the year in a good position with a surplus. 
 
MOTION 2005-3 
Moved by Don Hester and seconded by Gunter Schoch, “that the CSLA will engage an auditor to 
review the CSLA accounts and that Warren Snelling or his replacement, continue to hold this 
position if he is available.” 
 
10. President-elect’s Report 
Moore submitted a report describing the operating plan he has developed. This plan is provided to 
members for their information. 
The key points are: 
• Two awards have been added to The CSLA’s recognition awards program: the CSLA-AAPC Lifetime 

Achievement Award and the CSLA-AAPC the Teaching Award. 
• Moore described a new plan to increase national advocacy. 
• The Excom and the Board are working to make the activities of the CSLA transparent and 

accountable. 
  
11. Closing remarks 
Paterson spoke of the excellent Congress organized by MALA members and especially thanked Ute 
Holweger for her work as Chair of the Organizing committee. 
He thanked the CSLA Board and remarked on their vitality and diversity.  The year was very productive 
due to the dedication of many individuals on the Board.  Paterson stated that with one staff person much 
had been accomplished and he stressed his belief in doing two or three things and doing them well. 
 
He informed the membership that Landscape-Paysages is now on solid footing and the CSLA has 
reached its goal for the Reserve Fund and this money is invested in laddered GIC’s. 
 
Paterson expressed his thanks to his predecessors; Colleen Mercer Clarke and Andre Schwabenbauer.  
He said he was looking forward to continued strong leadership and expressed appreciation to Pauzé 
who provides continuity to the organization. 
 
Paterson then turned the meeting over to the new President of CSLA, Richard Moore. 
 
12. Announcement of President-elect 
Moore announced that Sara-Jane Gruetzner was elected by acclamation. 
Gruetzner thanked the Board and the membership for their support and noted the remarkable amount of 
progress that had been achieved in the past few years.  
 
13. Other business 
Cornelia Oberlander addressed the membership and congratulated Paterson and the CSLA Board on 
the work done on the Urban Agenda.  She noted that CSLA has come a long way and that the 
profession can only achieve sustainability by working as a team.  Oberlander stated that it is necessary 
to educate the new group of students entering the landscape architecture that the profession must take 
risks. She urged the CSLA to establish a fund for education. 
 
Cecelia Paine inquired if the CSLA Board was considering a dues increase.  She noted that the last 
increase to CSLA dues was implemented in 2001 and she encouraged the Board to consider this. 
 
14. Congress 2006 Report 
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Liane McKenna and Cynthia Girling provided a brief report on Congress 2006, to be held in Vancouver, 
June 2006. 
This joint Congress with CELA will be entitled. 
Shifting Ground: Landscape Architecture in the Age of the New Normal. 
 
15. Adjournment 
MOTION 2005-4 
 
Moved by Jane Durante “that the seventy first Annual meeting of the Canadian Society of 
Landscape Architects is adjourned.” 


